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Coaldale crosswalks to be upgraded

In his role as Director of Planning and Development for the Town
of Coaldale, Spencer Croil has been assessing the town’s pedestrian
network.
As part of his professional and academic background he has been
looking at ways to enhance pedestrian access and safety in Coaldale.
While he was doing the review town council made improving the
crossings near the Sunny South Lodge a priority and the local Kinettes
raised concerns with the crosswalks around Jennie Emery Elementary
School.
In considering both these areas of town he spoke with colleagues and
went back through the research on pedestrian crossings which led him
to focus in on zebra crossings.
Research indicates zebra crossings, those painted with alternating
wide stripes, have proven to be very cost effective. They increase driver
awareness of where the crosswalks are which in turn increases the safety
for pedestrians.
The focus for the town is to increase the comfort level for pedestrians
so they will be more likely to use the crosswalks.
Over the summer town council approved upgrades to the crosswalks
on 20 Avenue in front of the Sunny South Lodge.
One crosswalk was adjusted farther down the block while another
was angled to meet with the pathway on the south side of the street as
it is used to access the school grounds, community garden and both
the arena and pool. By angling the crosswalk it now lines up between
the path and the corner of 20 Avenue and 18 Street. Town Council also
approved flashing crossing lights for this intersection.
The mid-block crossing at the lodge was moved slightly further East
in order to allow more direct access for residents coming from the Sunny
South Villa, on the south side of the road, over to the Lodge. In addition
to the move, town council approved a motion to prohibit parking within
three metres of the crosswalk in order to increase visibility at that
crosswalk, thus improving safety for pedestrians.
Council approved the zebra crossing as the new standard for
pedestrian crosswalks in Coaldale.
This summer seven crosswalks were upgraded to zebra crossings with
more to come as the Public Works Department continues to paint the
crosswalks on their regular maintenance schedule.
Croil said the Coaldale’s Police Advisory Committee has also
supported the upgrading of the crosswalks. There are also some early
discussions on other programs to heighten pedestrian safety in Coaldale.
“It is all underpinned by the idea that a community that has safe
choices for walking, also tends to be a healthy community, an active
community and a more engaged community.”
Money for these upgrades comes from revenue generated by the town
taking over the local photo radar program. The increase in cost from the
traditional crossing to the zebra crossing is about $100 per crossing.

STAYING INSIDE THE LINES: Amanda Holmes, with the Town of
Coaldale Public Works Department, paints in a new zebra crosswalk
near Jennie Emery Elementary School.
Old parallel lines are 20 cm wide with about a 2.5 metre separation
between lines while the new ones, the zebra, are 60 cm wide with 60 cm
in between. The town has chosen to do a minimum three metre width
for the entire crosswalk because it is typically what you need for two
wheelchairs to pass each other. Therefore it can safely accommodate any
pedestrian situation.
Coaldale’s crosswalks already met the standards set out by the
Transportation Association of Canada but the new zebra crossing will
move the town up the ladder.
Croil said the town has gone from the recommended standard to the
desirable standard with the zebra crossings.
“It is basically leveling up from the minimum to what is actually
preferred.”
Coaldale’s Community Peace Officers are also reminding drivers
school is back in session Sept. 6 and speed limits at all school zones are
30 km/h.
Drivers should be prepared for children darting out into traffic
between cars. Children walking to school are not always aware of traffic
and drivers need to be aware of the increase in pedestrian traffic.
Parents are also reminded of the drop off zone at Jennie Emery
Elementary School on 22 Avenue, it is for drop off only.
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Community Calendar
Communities in Bloom: Anyone who ordered Official
Canada 150 red and white tulip bulbs can pick them up
at the Sept. 14 Fall Mass Registration or call Doreen at
403-315-3636 for more info.
Thursdays: Coaldale Senior Centre hosts Thursday
evening Cribbage Tournament at 6:30 p.m. Bring a
partner or come alone and we’ll try and pair you up. Entry
fee is $5, prizes awarded for top three scores.
Until September 30: Online registration open for
Coaldale Pond Hockey at www.coaldaleminorhockey.
com or email coaldalepondhockey@gmail for more info.
Season runs October to March.
September: Registration for Recreation & Culture classes
is now open. Visit www.coaldale.ca for more details and
call 403-345-1324 to register.
September 8: Parent & Tot Skate at the Coaldale
Sportsplex Mondays & Thursdays 9:45 to 10:30 a.m. Free
admission.
September 8: Trivia Night celebrating International
Literacy Day at Coaldale Public Library 7 to 8:30 p.m.
September 9: Public Skating Fridays 1 to 2:15 p.m. and
Saturdays & Sundays 4:15 to 5:15 p.m.
September 10: Movie Matinee at the Coaldale Public
Library at 1:30 p.m. Free admission. Show: Angry Birds.
September 14: Town of Coaldale Mass Registration and
Family Picnic 5 to 8 p.m. at the Kin Picnic Shelter. Join
us for fun, games and registration for community sports
groups, clubs and organizations.
September 14: Historical Talk on Wallace Simpson Before
She Became “That Woman” at 7 p.m. at the Gem of the
West Museum.
September 17: Alzheimer Workshop at St. Ambrose
Church, 1513- 23 Ave. Coaldale from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Contact Bonnie at 403-345-4596 for more information.
September 26: Adult Book Club at Coaldale Public
Library at 7 p.m. Discussing “The Guest Cat:”.
September 28: Small Wonders- Singing & rhymes for
children & caregivers at Coaldale Public Library 11 to
11:30 a.m.
September 30: Tween Club at the Coaldale Public Library
from 2:30 to 4 p.m. for students in grades 4 to 7.
October 2: Join the Coaldale Youth in Action Committee,
ages 13 to 18 looking to make a difference for the youth in
Coaldale. Come on out Friday, Oct. 7 at 2 p.m. at the Gem
of the West Museum to check it out.
October 3: Join us for our fall Travelogue Series: Holland
at 7 p.m. at the Gem of the West Museum.
October 8: Movie Matinee at the Coaldale Public Library
at 1:30 p.m. Watch for details on movie selection in the
October Coaldale Connection.

Utility bill payment made simple
Residents are encouraged to sign up for E-billing with the
Town of Coaldale, not only to save time and hassle but to
ensure bills arrive on time regardless of postal interruptions.
In the case of a stoppage in postal services, residents are
responsible for picking up their town bills from the town office.
By signing up for E-billing, residents can receive their monthly
bills by email. Residents call also pay their bills at their bank or
sign up for pre-authorized debit with the Town.
For more information on these programs call 403-345-1318.

Town of Coaldale • Fall 2016
Recreation & Culture Programming

Registration is now open for our
Fall Recreation & Culture Programming.
To register please call 403-345-1324 or come by the
Gem of the West Museum Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. (Closed for lunch, 12 to 1 p.m.)
For more information visit: www.coaldale.ca

Fall Mass Registration
& Family Picnic
September 14, 2016
Kin Picnic Shelter • 5 to 8 p.m.
• Fun & Games
• Register for sports, recreation & culture classes
• Learn about community organizations

Gem of the West Museum

Art Show & Sale

1306 – 20 Street, Coaldale
October 15 - 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
October 16 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission is free
Tables/spaces are $50.00.
Book now as spaces are limited.
For more information or to register contact
Brenda Isaak Takao at:
403.332.1740
Or brenda@blueseedstudio.com

