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As part of on-going flood mitigation work, an emergency 
bypass line has been constructed in the Town of Coaldale.

Bob Schulz, the town’s public works manager, said the 
line was installed at the point where the sewer force main 
meets the town’s sewer lift station at the town shop. It will 
allow the town, in extreme wet conditions, to bypass the 
first cell of the lagoon system and direct water into the fifth 
cell.

With the bypass line in place, the town can open or 
close valves in order to redirect storm water during peak 
discharge events such as heavy rainfall and overland 
flooding.

“We should be able to significantly increase the flow from 
the lift station and reduce the potential for overflowing 
lagoons 1, 2 and 3,” said Schulz. “Cell 5 is quite a bit bigger.”

Once the storm has passed the town can treat the affluent 
in Cell 5.

Schulz said in the past the town has had to pump from 
cell to cell in order to handle the overflow of storm water. 
The town was able to secure grant funding to cover the cost 
of the bypass line as one of its flood mitigation projects.

The work to install the bypass began in June with the 
hooking up of a temporary bypass line in order to allow for 
the shut off of the lift station. While it was shut down it was 
completely cleaned out.

“We’ve probably taken 10 truck-loads out of that lift 
station already,” said Schulz in the middle of the three-week 
project.

During flooding events silt fills up the lift station and 
eventually has to be cleaned out.

“It’s more about peace of mind,” he said of the bypass 
line project which was a concept put forward by Mark 
Handsaeme, the town’s utility foreman.

Schulz said the sewer system shouldn’t be susceptible to 
being over capacity. The recent dry, hot conditions were 
ideal timing for the project, when the potential for storm 
water and flooding is reduced.

The town is looking at future modifications to improve 
capacity within the wastewater system. The more capacity 
the system has the less chance there will be for basement 
flooding. The town’s wastewater or sewer system was not 

meant to handle overwhelming surges of storm water.
As part of its flood mitigation work, the town is also 

working on a review of all of its sewer lines, including 
sending cameras down lines to capture image data.

“This will be an on-going project.”
Schulz said it is best done during the wet season when the 

camera can capture what is happening when the water is 
actually flowing.

A bypass line was installed to allow for storm water to be diverted 
from Cell 1 to Cell 5 at Coaldale’s sewer lagoons.
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Community Calendar
Gem of the West Museum now open Monday to Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 403-345-1323 to set up a time 
for a guided tour.
July 1: Come celebrate Canada Day in Coaldale from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Gem of the West Museum. Enjoy 
Canadian themed activities, crafts and games. Free 
admission and free swimming at the pool from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Come for a free barbecue and Canada Day cake.
July 3-5: Settler Days with Candy Parade, Family Zone 
(Kids Fest), Hayrides, Pancake Breakfast, Celebration of 
the Arts and more. Go to www.coaldalechamber.com for a 
full schedule of the weekend’s events.
July 7: Aqua Zumba® runs Tuesdays July 7 to August 25 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Register at the pool.
July 13-17: Sport Explorerz for 6 to 8 year olds is a great 
introduction to a variety of sports and physical activity 
in a safe, inclusive and cooperative environment. 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. daily. Fee: $175. Call 403-345-1324 or email 
commserv@coaldale.ca
July 18: Communities in Bloom Garden tour 2 to 4 p.m. 
Check out the beautiful yards in town with the CIB and 
community members. Drink and snacks to follow. Contact 
Doreen Lloyd at coaldaleblooms@gmail.come for more 
info.
July 20-24: Coaldale Explorerz for 9 to 13 year olds 
to discover history, music, dramatic play, art, physical 
activity, literature, science and more. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. 
Fee: $175. Call 403-345-1324 or email 
commserv@coaldale.ca
August 22: Save the date. Movie Night in the park 
adjacent to the HUB at 9 p.m. Bring your lawn chairs or 
blankets to sit on. Follow us on Twitter and Facebook for 
more info and a chance to vote on our movie selection.

Save the date
Saturday, 

August 22, 9 p.m.

Rental availability 
for Kin Picnic Shelter

Sport Explorerz is a great introduction to a variety of 
sports and physical activity in a safe, inclusive and co-
operative environment. Sport Explorerz offers a variety 
of games and activities focused on developing the FUN-
damental movement skills, such as running, jumping 
and throwing, these skills are critical for creating lifelong 
movers.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
July 13-17, 2015 (6-8yrs)
August 10-14, 2015 (9-13yrs)
Location: Hub (2107-13 Street)

Coaldale Explorerz in a summer cultural journey right 
in our own backyard! Coaldale Explorerz will discover 
history, music, dramatic play, art, physical activity, litera-
ture, science and more!
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
July 20-24, 2015 (9-13yrs)
August 17-21, 2015 (6-8yrs)
Location: Gem of the West Museum (1306- 20 Street)
Fee: $175. For more info or to register call 403-345-1324 
or email commserv@coaldale.ca

Summer programs
for July & August

Summer is well underway and in Coaldale the Kin 
Picnic Shelter is a popular spot for everything from 
family reunions and birthdays to weddings and staff 
barbecues. The following are the weekend dates still 
available for bookings: July 3, 5, 10, 12, 24, 26 and 31. 
August 16 and 30.

Yard of the Week
Throughout the Summer the Communities in Bloom Yard 
of the Week program will be taking place in Coaldale. 
Each week a different yard in the town will be recognized, 
so keep an eye out for the sign change each Sunday.
If you see an exceptional yard contact Doreen Lloyd at 
coaldaleblooms@gmail.com to nominate a local yard.


