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On January 19, 2023, the Honourable Dan Vandal, Min-
ister for PrairiesCan, held a press conference at the Galt 
Museum in Lethbridge at which he announced several fed-
eral investments in the region including a $750,000 grant to 
help revitalize the outdoor space behind Coaldale’s recently 
completed Civic Square Building.
The grant money comes from the federal government’s 

Canada Community Revitalization Fund which is a two-
year, $500 million national infrastructure program to revi-
talize communities across Canada. According to the Gov-
ernment of Canada’s website, funding from this program 
can be used to:
• revitalize downtown cores and main streets;
• reinvent outdoor spaces;
• create green infrastructure; and
• increase the accessibility of community spaces.
In Coaldale’s case, the funding will be used for nearly all 

the above as it will support the next phase of Coaldale’s 
investment in its downtown core by funding key aspects 
of the outdoor portion of Coaldale’s Civic Square project. 
Funding for this phase of the project will go towards more 

downtown parking, landscaped green spaces and rest areas, 
and hard surfacing to accommodate events such as Coaldale 
Summer Fest, farmer’s markets, concerts, festivals, movie 
nights, and a broad range of community programing. The 
area in question will span from the Civic Square Building 
south to the Coaldale Library, encompassing the entire area 
between 18th and 19th Street.  
In attendance at the press conference was Town of Coaldale 

Mayor Jack Van Rijn who, just a day prior, met Minister 
Vandal on a tour of Town’s Birds of Prey Centre. “It was an 
honour to meet Minister Vandal and thank him personally 
for approving the Town’s grant application,” said Mayor Van 
Rijn. “With this grant money we’re going transform the out-
door space behind the Civic Square Building into an event 
area that the entire community can enjoy and be proud of, 
right in the heart of downtown Coaldale.”
Now that funding has been secured, the Town can move 

ahead with plans to break ground on the project this spring. 
“During budget deliberations in November, Council had 
already committed a significant amount of funding to this 
project, including funding for an outdoor skating rink,” said 
Cam Mills, Director of Growth & Investment for the Town 
of Coaldale. “With the receipt of this grant, however, we can 
move forward with plans to break ground on the project in 
its entirety and hopefully have it completed by the fall.”

The grant funding was officially announced by the Honourable Dan Vandal, Minister for PrairiesCan, at a press conference 
held at the Galt Museum on January 19, 2023.
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Coaldale Town Council Hosts Its First Quarterly 
Coffee of the Year

In keeping with its commitment to conduct deliberate 
and meaningful two-way engagement with Town residents, 
Coaldale Town Council hosted its first Quarterly Coffee of 
the year from 1:00-3:00pm on Saturday, January 21, in the 
atrium of the recently completed Civic Square Building.
Last spring, Council adopted a brand-new communica-

tions and engagement strategy that lays out a framework 
for achieving transparent, timely, and meaningful two-way 
communication and engagement with the community. As 
part of that strategy, Council has begun hosting Quarterly 
Coffees to provide residents an opportunity to dialogue with 
members of Council, along with Town staff, directly. Each 
quarter, members of Council, along with a representative 
from a featured Town department, will set up in the atrium 
of the Town’s new Civic Square Building to chat with Town 
residents about select issues related to that department.
“As a Council, we’re committed to engaging the public in a 

proactive way”, said Town of Coaldale Mayor Jack Van Rijn. 
“This is why, in addition to conducting an annual citizen 
satisfaction survey and hosting an annual Town of Coaldale 
open house, we’ve begun hosting quarterly coffee events, 

as  well. It’s not enough to wait for Town residents to come 
to us with input,” explained Van Rijn. “We also need to go 
to them - and on a regular basis. Doing that kind of en-
gagement helps keep us accountable while at the same time 
keeping our residents involved in the decision-making pro-
cess.”
Council’s first Quarterly Coffee featured Financial and 

Corporate Services and offered Town residents an oppor-
tunity to discuss the Town’s recently approved 2023 Oper-
ational and 2023-2027 Capital budgets. Upcominig Quar-
terly Coffees will feature Operational Services, Community 
Services, and Administrative Services, and will provide res-
idents an opportunity to discuss things like snow removal 
and street sweeping, Summer Fest, and Council’s strategic 
plans, respectively.
Future Quarterly Coffees are scheduled to take place on 

the following dates:
• March 25, 2023 (Operational Services)
• May 27, 2023 (Community Services)
• September 23, 2023 (Administrative Services)

Quarterly Coffees are meant to facilitate face-to-face conversations and build stronger relationships between members of 
Council, Town staff, and Town residents.

What’s Happening in the Community?

On Monday, February 20, the Town will host its 18th 
annual Community Fest. The day will kick off with a 
pancake breakfast followed by family activities and a 
hot dog lunch.  For more information, please visit: 

www.coaldale.ca/Community-Fest.

On March 3, 2023, Coaldale’s Church of the Ascen-
sion will host a local World Day of Prayer service. 

The Church invites people from all faiths and walks 
of life to attend. For more information, please con-

tact Colleen Belter at 403-393-3598 or at 
colleen_belter@hotmail.com.


