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The Town of Coaldale is eager to 
introduce Russ Tanner as its new 
Director of Recreation and Community 
Services. As Coaldale continues to 
grow, the need to build the internal 
capacity required to effectively respond 
to community needs and opportunities 
has become increasingly important. 
“We are elated to introduce someone 
of Russ’ caliber to the organization. 
Building on the great work that has 
already been done in the area of 
community services, we are confident 
that Russ’ impressive track record 
and expertise will help take us to the 
next level,” said Kalen Hastings, the 
Town’s Chief Administrative Officer.
Coaldale has not had a fulltime, 
dedicated Director of Recreation 
and Community Services since 2013. 
Filling this position will help the Town 
achieve several milestones, including 
but not limited to: construction of 
the Multi-Use Recreation Facility, 
collaboration with the arena 
enhancement working group for a 
second sheet of ice, and continuing 
to have ongoing discussions about 
the future of aquatics in Coaldale.
Tanner is highly regarded throughout 
the province for his efficient and 
prudent approach to management 
and community programming, making 
him a natural fit for the position. 
He has an impressive background 
specializing in management and 

recreation and has worked for multiple 
Southern Albertan communities, 
most recently as the Manager of 
Recreation and Facility Services for 
the City of Brooks. Tanner was an 
instrumental part of bringing several 
notable capital projects to completion 
throughout his career, including:

• Duke of Sutherland Water Park;
• JBS Canada Centre; and
• Centennial Regional Arena

“I want residents to take pride in 
the facilities and programs offered 
in their community,” said Tanner. 
“I’ve stuck to the municipal path 
throughout my career because I 
like being able to help cultivate 
a community identity and tie both 
the physical and mental aspects 
of healthy living into the fabric.”
Tanner is excited to work closely 
with Cindy Hoffman, Manager of 
Community Services at the Town 
of Coaldale, to evaluate existing 
recreational facilities and services to 
find ways to maximize efficiencies of 
current programming and to provide 
additional services to the community 
that work within the current models 
and strategies. Tanner and Hoffman 
will form an excellent duo, dividing 
and conquering the work effectively to 
make sure Coaldale can cultivate high 
quality services that our community 
groups deserve while taking on large-
scale projects that support Coaldale’s 

long-term growth and development. 
“I look forward to joining Coaldale’s 
sport and recreation community 
both personally and professionally,” 
said Tanner. “For me, it’s not just 
about doing the job but also 
becoming a part of the community.” 
Tanner is expected to start on 
September 14. The Town looks forward 
to officially welcoming him on board.
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The Town of Coaldale Welcomes New Director of 
Recreation and Community Services

Alan Graham's 100th Birthday 
Celebration - Parade, Park, and Sing!

You're Invited!

Please join us in celebrating the 100th 
birthday of Alan Graham, lifelong 

citizen and former Mayor of Coaldale.
When: Sunday, September 6

At 1 pm vehicles will line up (facing east) 
behind RCMP Escort vehicle parked at 

corner of 14 Ave and 21 Street.
At 1:30pm the parade will proceed north 
on 21 Street to Gem of the West Museum 

parking lot.
Feel free to decorate your vehicle on a 
birthday or bee related theme to add to 
the celebration! On arrival at the Gem 

parking lot, please drive slowly by Alan, 
then park and mask up from just outside 

your vehicle
(staying distanced from others) to join 
everyone in singing “Happy Birthday”.
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As part of a COVID-19 recovery 
strategy, the Town deferred property tax 
payments from June 30 to September 
30 and eliminated late fees on utility 
bill payments from April to September. 
While these temporary measures are 
coming to an end, penalty fees on 
late property tax payments have been 
reduced by 50%. Please make sure to 
make your payments by the September 
30 deadline to avoid any late fees.

Deferral Program

7/11 Demolition on Highway 3
COVID-19 Updates

Coaldale Sportsplex
The Coaldale Sportsplex will be open 
for the 2020-2021 ice season starting 
September 9. However, due to COVID-19 
restrictions and the requirements 
outlined in the AHS and Government 
of Alberta Stage 2 Relaunch Guidance 
documents, Public Skate, Parent & Tot 
Skate, and Parent & Tot Hockey Skate 
cannot be accommodated at this time.  
Once restrictions are lifted or changed, 
these public ice times will resume.  We 
will keep the community updated each 
month as to the public skate status.

Fall Mass Registration
Coaldale is going virtual for the 
annual Fall Mass Registration! Starting 
September 15, visit www.coaldale.
ca/communityorganizations for a list 
of community groups, organizations 
and sports organizations that are 
offering fall and winter programming 
and activities for the entire family.

COVID-19 Localized Updates & More - 
www.coaldale.ca/recovery

The Council of the Town of 
Coaldale is looking for citizens  
who are willing to be involved
in the community by becoming 
members of one of the 
municipal boards or committees
as directed by Council. As a 
committee member you will 
have direct influence on the
formation of Town policy in key areas.
Please note that all interested 

residents must fill out an 
application with the required
information and submit 
it to the Town Office.
Applications must be recieved 
prior to 4:30pm on Thursday 
October 1st, 2020.  Applications 
and more information are 
available at the Town Office 
or on the Town website at
under the Government tab. 

Get Involved in Your Community

The following positions are currently available:
Emergency Advisory Committee - (3) Citizen Members
Municipal Planning Commission - (2) Citizen Members
Library Board - (4) Citizen Members
SouthGrow - (1) Citizen members
Chinook Intermunicipal Subdivision & Development Appeal Board - (2) 
Citizen Members
If you have any questions about the applications, please visit the Town 
office or contact us at the following:

1920 - 17 Street, Coaldale, AB T1M 1M1
403-345-1306      admin@coaldale.ca

After

Before

The empty 7/11 building was demolished in late August, opening the 
site up for several value-added opportunities for Coaldale's Main Street 
entryway point. Potential upgrades include traffic flow improvements, 
an entrance feature for Main Street, an LED entryway sign, and the 
temporary relocation of a business in the Civic Square footprint.


