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Happy New Year!

The Town of Coaldale is pleased to announce 
that Owl’s Nest Campground is scheduled 
to reopen in the summer of 2021 thanks to 
the significant privately-funded infrastructure 
investment by local residents Jef f and Ronda 
Nielsen. The Nielsen family purchased the 
(12.6 acre) campground lands from the Town of 
Coaldale on the condition that they service the 
site and operate it as a fully serviced amenity.

“We are very excited about purchasing, 
developing and operating Owl’s Nest campground 
and being able to invest back into our community,” 
says Ronda Nielsen. “Coaldale is our home, 
and our preferred destination to live, work and 
play. Our goal is to keep all aspects of this 
project as ‘home grown’ as possible, including 
the name.”

While the Nielsen family will be the entity 
purchasing and developing the property into 
a fully serviced site, Trevor Sampson will 
serve as the General Manager of Owl’s Nest 
Campground and will look after all operations 
of the business. “To be able to work in the town 
I grew up and went to school in, to be able 
to walk to work, is terrific. One thing we are 
going to do is ensure the campground is well 
supervised and maintained to ensure the activities 
of campers are sensitive to neighboring areas. 
We also want to engage with the Coaldale & 
District Chamber of Commerce to see how we 
can promote local businesses to the campers 
that visit our community.”

The servicing upgrades that will take place 
within the Owl’s Nest Campground site are 
expected to be complete by summer, 2021.

“Council is elated that members of Coaldale’s 
business community stepped forward to revive 
an amenity that has been closed down and 
dormant for the past five years. It will enhance 
Coaldale’s attraction as a tourist destination and 

create various economic spinoffs for existing 
businesses,” says Mayor Kim Craig. “As a way 
to reinvest a portion of the proceeds from this 
land sale back into the community, Council 
has committed to funding and constructing 
a Mountain Bike Park on the large pile of 
clay that’s situated within the existing site of 
Owl’s Nest Campground. We are excited to 
consult the knowledge and expertise of local 
youth and bike enthusiasts and to engage the 
community on the layout and design of the 
park. Council is very excited about providing 
a new community amenity without having to 
resort to tax dollars to do so.”

The Town of Coaldale will be striking up a 
Mountain Bike Park design committee in early 
2021. Details about the application process 
will be released in early January, 2021.

Both the operational and capital costs 
associated with creating a fully serviced 
campground will be borne by the developer. 
The Town of Coaldale will reinvest the proceeds 
from the land sale into adjacent site amenities, 
like the Mountain Bike park and adjacent off-
street parking stalls. As a way of connecting 
the Mountain Bike Park to the rest of Coaldale, 

the Town will integrate the campground site 
into Coaldale’s pathway network which has 
seen substantial expansion over the past year.

Quick facts:

• Once the servicing and construction of 
the campground is fully complete, the 
plan is to have:

• 20 fully serviced sites (complete with 
water, sewer and power);

• 11 sites with electrical hookups only;
• 11 un-serviced stalls in the group 

campground area;
• Playground that is open to the general 

public;
• Refurbished picnic shelter;
• Washroom and shower house;
• 35 off-street parking stalls;
• Sani-dump station with a location to be 

decided (TBD);
• Mountain Bike Park – developed and 

funded by the Town of Coaldale.

Additional information about the project will 
be published on the Owl’s Nest Campground 
website – www.owlsnestcampground.ca – as 
it becomes available.
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Coaldale’s Owl’s Nest Campground to see major private 
investment
Set to reopen as a fully serviced campground next summer 2021

Owl's Nest Campground Site Map
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Compost Processing Facility in Taber No Longer 
Accepting Plastic "Compostable" bags

Did you know? Coaldale’s compost is transported to a processing 
facility in Taber. Due to industry-wide changes, this facility no longer 
accepts plastic bags labeled as “compostable” or “biodegradable”, 
ef fective on January 1, 2021.

This means “compostable” plastic bags can no longer be used in 
Coaldale’s green bins. This industry-wide change is effecting municipalities 
all over the country. In fact, the Town of Taber stopped allowing 
compostable bags in their own green bin program in November of this 
year. Many other (larger) municipalities, such as Okotoks and Airdrie, 
use the Taber facility as well and have to follow suit. Even the City 
of Vancouver does not allow for the use of these compostable bags.

We understand that this change is not convenient. Due to the short 
notice of this announcement, we also recognize that plastic "compostable" 
bags may not be entirely removed from your green bins by January 1 
(we certainly don't expect you to fish out any bags in your green bin 
placed there prior to this announcement!). However, we ask that you 
start making adjustments to comply with these new measures and hope 
that despite these changes you continue striving to make the most out 
of our green bin program.

For information on viable altrenatives to the plastic compostable bags, 
we encourage you to read the composting FAQs flyer and watch our 
short curbside composting video available online at coaldale.ca/waste.

Wayfinding Strategy

What is Wayfinding? Wayfinding is how people orient themselves 
in a physical space and navigate from place to place. It's more than 
just signs - it involves street names, walking times, landmarks, business 
directories, accessible points-of-entry and maps. The Town of Coaldale 
has introduced a wayfinding pilot program to provide a user-friendly, 
accessible, and predictable system. 

The Town is surveying residents to collect their feedback on the 
temporary wayfinding signage. The feedback from the survey will be 
used to carry forward your thoughts and opinions about travelling on foot 
or by bike and incorporated into the design and delivery of permanent 
wayfinding signage.

Take the survey here: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/ConnectCoaldale2

_____________ ______________________

South Coaldale Residential Development 

Monterra Projects Ltd. and partners are intending to develop 23.4 
acres of land located south of 24 Ave., between 17 Street and 13 Street 
as a residential area. The developer is committed to having proactive 
discussions with surrounding residents before identifying a design concept 
that they wish to take forward to Town Council for approval. 

On January 14 there will be a Virtual Community Session to kick off the 
community consultation efforts for this project. Please plan to attend if you 
wish to learn more about the project and process, ask questions of the 
project team, and share your thoughts. 

To read preliminary details about the project and to sign up for 
the virtual session, visit the project webpage:

www.coaldale.ca/SouthCoaldaleEngagement

What is the Tax Installment Payment Plan (TIPP)?

TIPP is the Tax Installment Payment Plan by which taxpayers pay their 
property taxes in monthly installments by pre-authorized transfer of funds 
from their bank account, rather than one single tax payment.

Why should you use TIPP?

TIPP breaks the annual tax payment into 12 monthly payments to make 
budgeting easier. Regular payments are assured; if you are on vacation, 
out of town on business, or sick, your payment will be made on time. TIPP 
is a convenient and reliable method of ensuring that your tax bill is paid;. 
It is not subject to discount or penalties provided monthly payments are 
made.

Who can use TIPP?

All taxpayers are eligible providing all previous year’s taxes are paid 
in full and your utilities have been paid in a timely manner for the previous 
18 month period.

How does TIPP work?

• Payments start January 1st in each year and are made on the 16th 
day of every month thereafter;

• Monthly payments are calculated by dividing your annual tax levy 
from the preceding year by 12, this will be your payment amount from 
January to June;

• Monthly payments for July to December will be adjusted to reflect 
your current year’s tax levy less your payments to create a zero 
alance by year end (December 31st);

• Once you are on the TIPP you will be automatically renewed on the 
plan each year.

How do you apply for TIPP?

To apply for TIPP, visit www.coaldale.ca and search for the TIPP 
Preauthorized Debit Application sign up form. Complete and sign the form, 
attach a void cheque and return to the Town Office at 1920  - 17 Street.

Effective January 1, 2021

Engagement Opportunities Tax Installment Payment Plan


