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The Coaldale Arena Enhancement Working 
Group is a community-based, user group-driven 
citizen committee that was formed by the Town 
of Coaldale to help guide future Coaldale Arena 
upgrades, specifically to inform the design of 
an enhanced arena facility that includes a 
second sheet of ice. 

The group was formed after the Coaldale 
Minor Hockey Association made a request 
to Town Council to start a committee focused 
on arena enhancement in February 2020. The 
group includes representation from the broader 
community as well as key user groups like 
the Coaldale Copperheads, Coaldale Minor 
Hockey Association, and Coaldale Figure 
Skating Club.

“The working group members have been 

leading the discussion thus far, with the Town 
taking a more supportive role,” said Spencer 
Croil, Director of Planning and Community 
Development at the Town of Coaldale. “The 
group members identified early on that although 
a second sheet of ice is their primary focus, 
it cannot be discussed in isolation from other 
recreational activities desired by the community. 
In particular, the working group has indicated 
that discussion regarding future upgrades to 
Coaldale’s aquatic facility is clearly a desire.” 

The Town is committed to offering assistance 
and resources to the group while allowing for 
the group members to take a direct hand in 
leading the process. In addition to the arena, 
community consultation surrounding the future 
of aquatics in Coaldale will be revisited 
in spring or summer of 2021 alongside the 

discussion to upgrade Coaldale’s arena at 
the recommendation of the Working Group.

“It’s apparent from the extensive community 
engagement done in previous years and 
ongoing discussions with the community that 
there is a desire to have a pool in Coaldale,” 
said Russ Tanner, Director of Recreation and 
Community Services at the Town of Coaldale. 
“In order to provide the amenities and services 
desired by the community with a fixed amount 
of capital available to the Town each year, we 
have strategically chosen to build amenities 
that pay for themselves first. With these projects 
underway, we can now start considering other 
recreation facilities that require more upfront 
and ongoing financial support, such as a pool, 
with less of a burden to the taxpayer.” 

Arena Enhancement Citizen Group Enthusiastic About Future 
Expansion to Coaldale Arena
Discussions continue for future arena upgrades with focus on aquatics to be added this spring

Town of Coaldale Council has approved 
a public engagement plan for the planning 
and design of a new mountain bike park in 
Coaldale. The new park is being developed 
on approximately 3 acres of vacant land east 
of the Coaldale Dog Park and adjacent to 
the Owl’s Nest Campground site. The park, 
once completed, will connect to the Town’s 
new pathway system, providing residents and 
visitors with an opportunity to recreate in the 
Town at no cost.

Town Council approved the plan brought 
forward to engage with residents throughout 
the design phase of the project to guarantee 
that the mountain bike park is a high-quality 
amenity that can be enjoyed by the entire 

community. 

“Part of the engagement process will be to 
form a citizen working group to have individuals 
of all ages working closely with the Town 
and the expert consultants to select dynamic 
and stimulating features for the mountain bike 
park design,” said Town of Coaldale Mayor 
Kim Craig. “With very little coverage on the 
project, we already have substantial interest 
from community members to participate in 
the working group, so we anticipate a large 
volume of applicants.”

The end product put together in collaboration 
between the Town, consultant, and working 
group will be presented to the community for 

feedback prior to final approval and construction. 
The Town will release more details about the 
engagement process as more information 
becomes available. 

“The mountain bike park will be an amenity for 
residents of Coaldale and surrounding areas for 
years to come, so in addition to complying with 
our public participation policy there is a great 
need to intertwine the community’s perspective 
throughout the planning and implementation 
process,” said Craig. “We look forward to 
bringing in the knowledge and expertise from 
members of the community, particularly youth 
groups and bike enthusiasts, into the planning 
process and creating an innovative end product.” 

Town of Coaldale Council Initiates Public Engagement Plan for 
New Mountain Bike Park 
Call for participants for citizen working group soon to follow



COALDALE CONNECTION  / 2

We regret to inform you that the 6th Annual Town of Coaldale Valentine’s 
Day High Tea has been cancelled. However, with your help, Valentine’s 
wishes can still be spread throughout the community. 

Would you like to send a Valentine’s message to someone special? A 
senior? Your next door neighbor? A teacher? A friend or family member? 
Let us know and for $4/order we will prepare a gift of one carnation, 2 
specialty tea bags, Lindor chocolates and your personalized note. We 
will even deliver your gift to that special person at no additional cost 
(delivery service available in Coaldale only). Add additional carnations 
to your gift for only $1 more/flower.

To place your order before February 10, call 403-345-1324 or order 
online at coaldale.ca/Valentinesgift-o-gram and we will be happy to 
deliver your Valentine’s greetings to that special person in your life.

There is a limited quantity so place your order early!

Community Events 

ZOOM 101

If you have been wondering how to stay connected through Zoom and 
other programs and apps, the staff at the Coaldale Public Library would 
be happy to meet with you one on one (with COVID precautions in 
place) to show you how easy it is. Call 403-345-1340 to make your 
appointment.

_____________________

Coaldale Seniors' Advisory Coffee and Cookie Presentation 

Senior 55+:  Now that you have Zoom mastered with the help of 
the Coaldale Public Library Staff, join the Coaldale Seniors' Advisory 
Committee Coffee and Cookie Presentation to laugh and learn as our 
presentations go virtual. You will need to bring your own coffee and 
cookies to the table, but you can now join the conversation from the 
comfort of your own home. The next presentation will be March 17 
at 10:00am. Keep an eye out for details in the March edition of the 
Coaldale Connection!

_____________________

Send Valentine’s Wishes to the Seniors in our Community

Coaldale Pharmasave is collecting Valentines cards from “kids” of 
all ages to be delivered to the Sunny South Lodge. Make this year’s 
Valentine’s Day extra special for Coaldale Seniors and let them know 
you are thinking of them. Create your special cards and then drop them 
off at Pharmasave before noon on February 12. The Pharmasave staff 
will then take it from there and make sure all cards are delivered to the 
Lodge before Valentine’s Day.

_____________ ______________________

Coaldale Community Fest

Coaldale Community Fest has been postponed until Saturday, April 
3 (dependent on COVID-19 restrictions). More information will be 
available in the coming months.

Summer Positions for the Coaldale Pool

Postings for Town of Coaldale summer pool staff will be coming in early 
February. Please monitor www.coaldale.ca to learn more about the 
positions and how to apply for these opportunities.

Summer Job Opportunity

Valentine Gift-O-Grams

Engagement Opportunity
Wayfinding Strategy

The Town of Coaldale has introduced a wayfinding pilot program to 
provide a user-friendly, accessible, and predictable navigation system. 

The Town is surveying residents to collect their feedback on the temporary 
wayfinding signage. The feedback from the survey will be used to carry 
forward your thoughts and opinions about travelling on foot or by bike 
and incorporated into the design and delivery of permanent wayfinding 
signage.

Take the survey here: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/ConnectCoaldale2

To learn more about the project, visit coaldale.ca/
wayfindingstrategy

Stay safe, Coaldale!


