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Town of Coaldale Receives National Award for 
Financial Transparency

The Town of Coaldale is thrilled to be 
the recipient of the Canadian Award for 
Financial Reporting from the Government 
Finance Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada for its 2019 Annual 
Financial Report. This marks the second 
consecutive year Coaldale has received 
the award, which was first introduced 
nationally in 1986.

“This is the second consecutive year 
we’ve collected this 
award, marking significant 
achievement in our ongoing 
financial transparency 
and quality of reporting,” 
said Kyle Beauchamp, 
Chief Financial Officer 
at the Town of Coaldale. 
“The award reflects the 
efforts the Town puts in 
to clearly communicate 
our financial picture and 
motivate residents to read 
the report.”

The Canadian Award 
for Financial Reporting 
Program was established to encourage 
municipal governments throughout Canada 
to publish high-quality financial reports 
and to provide peer recognition and 
technical guidance for those preparing 
these reports. The annual financial report 
has been judged by the impartial Canadian 
Review Committee members to meet the 
highest standards of the program. 

“Any year that we receive this award it 
puts Coaldale in the top 5 or 10% of all 
municipalities in Alberta in terms of the work 
that we do to report our financial position 
to our citizens, which is an area in which 
we’ve made tremendous strides over the 
course of this Council term,” said Cameron 
Mills, Manager of Economic Development 
at the Town of Coaldale. “To put that into 
context, there are about 50 municipalities 
in Alberta that are larger than Coaldale; 

a whole host of municipalities on top of 
that that are in the same range of size, and 
yet we’re winning back-to-back national 
awards that put us right in the top of the 
pack. It’s fair to say that we’re punching 
above our weight class when it comes to 
the amount of transparency we provide 
in our financial reporting, no question 
about it.”

“The whole organization is proud to 
once again be recognized at the national 
level for our commitment to transparency,” 
added Town of Coaldale Mayor Kim 
Craig. “We know from our comparative 
numbers that our finance team, like most of 
our operation, is smaller than what exists in 
other municipalities our size, but our team 
is an incredibly hard working, talented, 
and dedicated group of people and it’s 
really great to see their work achieve this 

level of recognition.”
“In order to be awarded 

a Canadian Award for 
Financial Reporting, a 
government unit must 
publish an easily readable 
and efficiently organized 
annual financial report,” 
said Beauchamp. “Such 
reports should go beyond 
the minimum requirements 
of generally accepted 
accounting principles. As a 
recipient of the Canadian 
Award for Financial 

Reporting, this further demonstrates the 
Town’s commitment in continuously providing 
transparent and easily readable financial 
information to the residents, local business 
and other stakeholders of the Town of 
Coaldale.”

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S !

fb.com/CoaldaleAB @CoaldaleAB

Town Presented with Financial Reporting Award for 2nd Consecutive Year

Town of Coaldale Finance Team
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Cor Van Raay Donation of $1,000,000 Creates Shovel-
Ready Opportunity for LINK Regional Pathway

Good times continue to roll for residents of 
Southern Alberta; the LINK Regional Pathway, 
a 15-km paved barrier-free accessible 
pedestrian and bicycle path connecting 
the west end of the Town of Coaldale to 
the east end of the City of Lethbridge is 
now shovel ready for construction this 
spring thanks in large part to a generous 
contribution from local businessman and 
philanthropist Cor Van Raay.

The Pathway funded through grants, 
in-kind contributions from surrounding 
municipalities, and donations raised 
by the LINK Pathway organization, will 
provide a safe option for nonvehicular 
forms for travel. In recognition of the 
large donation from Cor Van Raay the 
LINK pathway will be renamed the 
“Cor Van Raay LINK Pathway”. With 
$4,000,000 raised in cash and in-kind 
contributions, the push begins to raise the 
final $1,000,000 for project completion 
for path amenities.

“This project is the product of tremendous 
collaboration and support from the St. 
Mary River Irrigation District (SMRID), 
the Town of Coaldale, Lethbridge County 
and the City of Lethbridge; Everybody is 
working together,” said Henry Doeve, 
Chairman of the LINK Pathway project. 
“However, while the idea of a regional 
pathway in southern Alberta has been in 

the planning and visionary stages for the 
past 10 years, starting of construction on the 
LINK Pathway was largely made possible 
by the generous $1 million donation from 
Cor Van Raay.”

Mr. Van Raay has supported several 
local programs and initiatives over the 
years, including a large donation towards  
uilding the YMCA in Lethbridge. While 
most people in the region are familiar 

with Mr. Van Raay thanks to his success in 
Agriculture and notable work supporting 
local charitable efforts, what is less well 
known is that he is also an avid cyclist:

“I was an avid biker for many years,” 
said Van Raay. “I kept fit and active, 
cycling many miles across Canada, Cuba, 
New Zealand and Europe. However, my 

favourite spot to cycle was right here at 
home, riding through the prairie landscape 
of Southern Alberta. I was excited when 
I heard about the hard work the LINK 
Pathway group has been doing to make 
an accessible pathway in our backyard.”

This new pathway winding through 
Lethbridge County, along the SMRID 
irrigation canal will link existing trail 
networks providing barrier-free access 

between communities to destinations 
like Henderson park in Lethbridge and 
the Alberta Birds of Prey Foundation in 
Coaldale. Some of the many amenities 
being built into the pathway project 
include picnic areas, bench seating, solar 
powered lighting, agricultural education 
story boards, and interpretive display 
opportunities. A bigger vison of the path 
project is to become part of The Great 
Trail of Canada. 

With current funding initial construction 
of the path base and surfacing being 

done by Dennis Dirtworx will be starting this 
spring, with fundraising efforts being directed 
towards raising the final $1,000,000 for 
construction of the many amenities along 
the Cor Van Raay LINK Pathway.

For more information on the project, 
progress on construction, donor information 
and the many ways you can support the next 
phase of fundraising visit linkpathway.org.

15-km pathway connecting the municipalities of Coaldale and Lethbridge along the SMRID canal
system to begin construction this spring!

Cor Vaan Ray cycling on the coastline.

Town of Coaldale Community Grant Program
The Town of Coaldale Community Grant Program was 

launched in May 2017 and is available to not-for-profit 
or volunteer-based organizations to help fund programs, 
projects or events that contribute to the well-being of the 
overall community, address a community need or enhance 
or improve the quality of life for Town of Coaldale residents. 
Fun fact: 75% of photo radar speeding tickets are given to 
residents outside of Coaldale.

2021 will mark the fif th year that grant money will be 
awarded to community projects that meet the requirements of 

the grant. The grant funds are generated exclusively from the 
Town’s municipal photo radar program, which has generated 
$156,362 from 2016-2020.

Applications for the 2021 Community Grant Program are 
now being accepted. Please carefully review Project Eligibility 
requirements as these have changed for 2021. The deadline 
to submit applications for grant funding is 4:30 p.m. on 
May 5, 2021.

For more informaiton, please visit coaldale.ca/
CommunityServices/community-grant-program.


