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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 13, 2017 – 5:30 PM 

THE HUB 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Mayor K. Craig 

Councillors J. Abrey, B. Chapman, S. Duda, 

 R. Hohm, J. Van Rijn 

Administration/Staff K. Hastings, S. Croil, M. Murphy, L. Unger 

Recording Secretary K. Bly 

Media J.W. Schnarr 

Gallery 55 area residents in attendance. 
 

 

Mayor Craig called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Mayor Craig inquired as to any declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest in the 

meeting. None 

 

ITEM 063 2.0  ADDITIONS TO/ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

Motion 094.17 Councillor Duda moved to adopt the agenda for the meeting.  

   6-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 064 3.1  REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 27, 2017 

 

Motion 095.17 Councillor Duda moved to accept the February 27, 2017 Regular 

Council Meeting minutes. 

 

6-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 065 11.0 INFORMATION 

 

Motion 096.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council accept the Information Items 

11.1 to 11.4 for information 

    6-0 Carried. 
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ITEM 066 0.1  PUBLIC HEARING BYLAW 718-P-02-17 

 

➢ Mayor Craig declared the Public Hearing for Bylaw 718-P-02-17 

open at 5:45 p.m. 

➢ S. Croil, Director of Planning & Community Development, provided 

an overview of Bylaw 718-P-02-17 noting the bylaw is to amend the 

permitted uses list of the Highway Commercial-C2 land district, to 

allow for Government Services as a permitted use. 

➢ He said the purpose of the Highway Commercial- C2 land use district 

is to manage development of commercial uses which require both 

high visibility and ready access to designated highways for the 

benefit of the traveling public. 

➢ Government Services is defined in the Land Use Bylaw as 

development providing municipal, provincial or federal government 

services directly to the public or the community at large, and 

includes development required for the public protection of persons 

or property. 

➢ He noted first reading was approved at the Feb. 15, 2017 Council 

meeting and the public hearing was advertised in two editions of 

the Sunny South News. 

➢ No responses were received. 

➢ Councillor Chapman questioned the definition of a Government 

Service, asking if that would include education. 

➢ S. Croil explained government services and education services are 

two different definitions in the bylaw. Government would be 

anything at the municipal, provincial or federal level of government. 

➢ Mayor Craig questioned if anyone in the gallery wished to speak to 

the public hearing. There were no responses. He asked if Council 

had enough information to make a decision. 

➢ Mayor Craig closed the public hearing at 5:48 p.m. 

 

Motion 097.17 Deputy Mayor Van Rijn moved that Council approve Second reading of 

Bylaw 718-P-02-17, a bylaw to amend the permitted uses list of the 

“Highway Commercial-C2” land use district, to allow for “Government 

Services” as a permitted use. 

 

      6-0 Carried. 
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Motion 098.17 Councillor Duda moved that Council approve Third reading of Bylaw 

718-P-02-17, a bylaw to amend the permitted uses list of the “Highway 

Commercial-C2” land use district, to allow for “Government Services” 

as a permitted use.       

   6-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 067 5.1  DELEGATION 

 

➢ Mayor Craig welcomed Colleen Van Raalte on behalf of the Family 

5K Fun Run 2017 to the Council meeting.  

➢ C. Van Raalte introduced Melanie Harthoorn and together they 

provided an overview of a new initiative, a Corporate Team 

Challenge, for the April 22 Fun Run. This is the seventh annual run 

and this year teams can sign up and challenge other teams for a 

change to win prizes and bragging rights. 

➢ C. Van Raalte challenged Council to enter a team in the run this 

year. 

➢ Mayor Craig said he and his wife have signed up and participated in 

the past. 

➢ Councillor Chapman noted he would also be in attendance. 

➢ Mayor Craig expressed appreciation to the delegation for their 

presentation and said Council supports the idea of the annual fun 

run in Coaldale.  

➢ C. Van Raalte also thanked Council for the opportunity to address 

the meeting and said they would like to take a photo and share on 

social media if Council decides to enter a team. 

➢ Mayor Craig thanked the delegation for their efforts in organizing 

the fun run each year. 

 

ITEM 068 0.2  PUBLIC HEARING BYLAW 721-C-02-17 

 

➢ Mayor Craig declared the Public Hearing for Bylaw 721-C-02-17 

open at 6 p.m. He introduced CAO Kalen Hastings to provide an 

overview of the bylaw. 

➢ CAO Hastings noted first reading of the proposed bylaw to consider 

reinstating VLTs in Coaldale was approved by Council at the Feb. 13, 

2017 Council meeting. It was published in three editions of the 

Sunny South News. It was also published on the Town’s website, on 

its social media platforms and was available at the Town Office. 

➢ In all 10 written submissions were submitted for Town Council’s 

review prior to the Public Hearing. 
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➢ CAO Hastings said Council has several options to consider when it 

comes to the bylaw. Council can approve Second and Third reading 

and reinstate VLTs in Coaldale; Council can defeat the bylaw on 

Second reading; Council can pass a motion to refer the matter to a 

plebiscite vote at the October 2017 Municipal Election or Council 

can keep the Public Hearing open and move to schedule another 

Public Hearing at a future date. 

➢ Mayor Craig invited those in attendance who wished to speak to the 

Public Hearing to come forward and address Council. He noted each 

would be given a maximum of three minutes for their addresses and 

anyone wishing to speak was asked to sign-in and provided their 

address. 

➢ Wayne Craven of Medicine Hat addressed Council and noted he is 

friends with Ken Schmidt who owns the Coaldale Inn. He spoke in 

favour of the Coaldale bringing back the VLTs noting there is a 

changing dynamic since they were removed.  There are rural 

businesses who lost the VLTs that have closed. In the two decades 

since the VLTs were introduced in Alberta the predicted doom and 

gloom has not happened. When he served as mayor of Medicine 

Hat he said he never heard any complaints about the VLTs being in 

his community. He said Coaldale residents are traveling to other 

communities to gamble instead of supporting local businesses. 

➢ Shelley Dore of Coaldale spoke against the VLTs returning to 

Coaldale. She disagreed with the results of the survey requested by 

Town Council noting with 8215 residents in Coaldale she doesn’t 

believe 75 per cent are in favour of the VLTs. She said there is no 

way to tell if the survey calls made to cell phones were actually 

made to Coaldale residents. She noted Coaldale has doubled in size 

in the last 10 years and everyone deserves to have their voice on 

the issue at a plebiscite. 

➢ She said Coaldale will not lose grant funding if it doesn’t allow the 

VLTs back into the community. She noted there are petitions 

circulating in Coaldale. She asked Council to let the matter go to 

plebiscite and let everyone’s vote be counted. 

➢ Philip Sandburg of Coaldale said he understands only a few 

businesses in the Town can get the VLTs and they only receive 15 

per cent of the revenue generated by the machines. He also 

understands the Town will not be eligible for any less grants without 

the VLTs.  

➢ He also asked how the survey company was able to get local cell 

phone numbers and questioned if they were provided by the Town. 
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He said the issue should go to a vote and everyone should be able to 

vote. 

➢ Allan McMillan of Coaldale said he has owned businesses with VLTs 

in the past and has never seen VLTs do any good. He actively 

worked to remove them from his businesses. He said the money 

generated by the VLTs comes at the expense of other businesses in 

the community. He said VLTs will wreck the economy of the town. It 

is not for the Town to support a few businesses by allowing VLTs 

back into Coaldale. He added VLTs have never saved a business. He 

told Council it is their job to protect mainstreet. If Coaldale wants to 

enjoy its businesses the Town needs to keep VLTs out. 

➢ CAO Hastings provided clarification on the survey that was 

conducted in Coaldale on the VLTs. He said the Town did not give 

out cell phone numbers and doesn’t have a data base with that 

information. The firm hired to do the survey is regulated and has a 

methodology for conducting the survey. He spoke to the validity of 

the survey in determining how the public feels about the VLT issue 

in Coaldale. 

➢ Mayor Craig also asked the CAO to speak to question of how the 

survey company determined if they were talking to Coaldale 

residents. 

➢ CAO Hastings said there is a methodology and while he couldn’t 

speak to specifics he said the survey company would not keep the 

responses for privacy reasons. He could have a memo prepared by 

the company to explain their process if that is the wish of Council. 

He said there is a margin of error. It is not full proof but it is 

statistically weighted. 

➢ Linda Teskey of Coaldale provided some background on VLTs in 

Alberta noting the average VLT in Alberta sees up to $4 million 

dollars in play per year. Alberta has around 6,000 VLTs and of that 

the government skims off more than $1.5 billion that was previously 

spent in small businesses around Alberta. 

➢ She noted that if the same people who put $25 billion into VLTs last 

year spent that money on taking their families to the movies, going 

out to dinner, learning to dance or play sports or any number of 

things Alberta’s small businesses would have benefitted by more 

than $2 billion last year alone. 

➢ She said all of this is money that would have benefitted small 

businesses in Alberta if it weren’t for VLTs. Small businesses have 

suffered in Alberta and it can be tied back to VLTs. The profits go to 

bar and casino owners living outside the community.  
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➢ Community groups and Church groups are forced to do casinos to 

get the funds they used to get from local businesses.  

➢ She noted five bars over Christmas were robbed. Owners have to 

have the money on hand to pay out the VLT winnings which makes 

them targets for robbery. 

➢ She believes VLTs destroy lives. She said the issue need to be voted 

on by Coaldale residents.  

➢ James Chartier of Coaldale said the VLTs were voted out of Coaldale 

on October 19, 1998 but weren’t removed until 2003 because of a 

legal challenge. He has seen the addictive nature of VLT use. He said 

some people feel public opinion has shifted. 

➢ He said Council has spent $5,000 on a survey but they haven’t sent 

the issue to a plebiscite vote. He felt the phone survey got a knee-

jerk reaction out of people and didn’t really show the true feelings 

of residents. 

➢ Communities were not penalized when the VLTs were removed as 

they still receive lottery funds. 

➢ He feels the reintroduction of VLTs will cost the community real 

money. Money that should go elsewhere. Businesses will suffer. 

➢ He noted the rich will gamble for fun but the poor will gamble out of 

desperation. He understands that people are responsible for their 

own actions but if that is the case why not a strip bar or a massage 

parlour in Coaldale. 

➢ He said Council has to have the best interest of local residents at 

heart. He asked for the issue to be sent to a plebiscite vote. 

➢ Diane Sauer of Coaldale expressed appreciation for Council’s service 

to the community. She spoke from personal experience noting she 

had a family member who spent their life savings on a VLT habit. 

They were supported by the government for 26 years because they 

had no money left when they had enough to be able to support 

themselves before they became addicted. 

➢ She said everyone talks about the revenue generated by the VLTs 

but they don’t talk about revenue lost by other businesses.  

➢ The true victims are the children. She said it affects them as well as 

adults in the community but they don’t have the opportunity to 

vote on the issue. 

➢ Ken Schmidt of Coaldale Inn said he approached the Town about the 

VLTs. He believes businesses in the community are at a competitive 

disadvantage. When people stop in off the highway and they find 

there are no VLTs they move on. 



 Town of Coaldale                                                                                                                                                                                                          7 
    P a g e   
  Regular Council Meeting Minutes – March 13, 2017 
 
  
 

 

➢ He said when they leave Town they don’t support any of the other 

businesses in the community. He owns a hotel in Medicine Hat and 

has VLTs. He couldn’t recall any negative reaction to the machines. 

➢ He said having the VLTs in Coaldale is not creating a new activity 

because people in the Town can still gamble. Having the VLTs does 

not encourage people to become gamblers. People who want to 

play the machines will travel to where the VLTs are available. 

➢ Money generated by the VLTs goes into the lottery fund and 

Coaldale has benefitted from that fund. 

➢ John Hashem of Medicine Hat said 20 years ago he headed up the 

coalition in his city to keep the VLTs. He believes it is about freedom 

of choice. 

➢ He said his businesses have profited from VLTs. Having the lottery 

machines in place increases the work force, ability of businesses to 

donate funds to local groups, increases market value of businesses 

and property taxes for the Town. 

➢ He said while Coaldale has continued to receive lottery funding, 

local residents have benefitted while their businesses have lost out 

on the revenue from VLTs. 

➢ He said VLTs have helped to prop up local businesses. For him it is 

an issue of freedom of choice and Coaldale residents should respect 

each other’s choices. 

➢ Reynold Woelck of the Lethbridge County has a friend who became 

addicted to VLTs and he strongly opposes having them in the 

community but he encouraged Council to take the issue to a 

plebiscite. He said he feels a majority of voters will vote yes to 

allowing the VLTs back into Coaldale but they should have the 

opportunity to vote. 

➢ Cal Larson of Coaldale said his sister owned the hotel in Monarch 

and when the VLTs were voted out of the County the hotel closed. 

He noted everyone likes to be involved in sports in the community 

and those facilities benefitted from lottery funds. 

➢ He also noted he sees many Coaldale residents visiting the casino in 

Lethbridge. When he owned the Ventura and the liquor store he 

saw more people with addictions using the liquor store than he saw 

using the VLTs. 

➢ Vanessa Giacchetta of Coaldale said she has family members who 

have been affected by VLTs. Her grandmother owned a bar and 

another family member was there almost every night and became 

addicted to VLTs, ended up losing all their money and became 

homeless. 
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➢ She said it is the noise, the ding, ding of the bells on the VLTs that 

users become addicted to. Their addiction affects families and 

children. 

➢ Margaret Giesbrecht of Coaldale spoke against the VLTs. She said 

they have an impact on young people. She had a family member 

who got hooked on the VLTs and did poor in school and lost money 

they family couldn’t afford. They found out and were able to help 

them break the habit. 

➢ She said it costs $100,000 a year to take care of an addict. The costs 

of addiction to the local community is extensive. She added it is 

better not to get addicted. 

➢ Joop Garretsen of Coaldale said it is about equality, treating each 

business in the region the same. For the VLTs, he feels it is people’s 

right to do what they want and learn to control themselves. 

➢ John Oudshoorn of Coaldale said gambling does affect kids going to 

Jennie Emery Elementary School. Without gambling they wouldn’t 

have a playground. There wouldn’t be a skate park or a spray park in 

Coaldale. He said it is hypocritical to apply for grant funding from 

lottery revenue when you don’t want VLTs in the community. 

➢ Adam Parker of Coaldale said he is president of the Coaldale 

Kinsmen and they use lottery funds to build projects in the 

community. People also travel from Coaldale into the city to 

gamble. He believes Coaldale residents should have freedom of 

choice. 

➢ Bonnie Chartier of Coaldale said some may believe it is hypocritical 

to use the lottery funds when there are no VLTs in Coaldale but she 

said some of the lottery funds do come from lottery tickets which 

are sold in Coaldale. The issue for her is the VLTs. 

➢ Rita Gensorek of Coaldale said she doesn’t mind going to Lethbridge 

to gamble. She added people need to know their own limits. She 

had to make that choice for herself. She made the choice of her own 

free will to gamble. She noted there are all types of gambling, she 

could go to Bingo. 

➢ She said she is in favour of VLTs and people need to exercise their 

own control. 

➢ N. Willms of Coaldale had respect for all of the opinions but said the 

issue should go to plebiscite and everyone should be able to give 

their opinion by voting. 

➢ Tim Janzen of Coaldale said the VLTs are a passionate issue and he 

remembers being part of casting a ballot at the last. He doesn’t 

think the VLTs are something that Coaldale needs. He has never met 

anyone who had a great event do to gambling.  
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➢ He believes in capitalism and democracy. In the last few years polls 

have proven to mean very little. Last time people were able to vote. 

Now 20 years later people should be able to cast their ballots again. 

He asked Council not to take the previous vote lightly and 

encouraged them to put the issue to a vote again in the Town. 

➢ Gerrit Van Den Wal of Lethbridge County said volunteers also 

helped to build recreation facilities in Coaldale, not just lottery 

funds. He has a family member who is a gambler and has nothing to 

show for all of their gambling. He said not a lot of people walk away 

with money. 

➢ Glen Gibb of Coaldale commended Council for their efforts. 

Speaking to the survey, he said he was not one of those who was 

called for the survey so he didn’t get the choice to voice his opinion. 

Of the 100 people he knows, none of them were contacted. He 

asked Council to give everyone a chance to voice their opinion by 

voting.  

➢ Mayor Craig called for anymore comments from the floor first, 

second and third time. Hearing none he asked if Council had enough 

information from the Public Hearing or if they would like to keep 

the hearing open. Hearing no response he declared the Public 

Hearing for Bylaw 721-C-02-17 closed at 6:56 p.m. 

 

Mayor Craig called for a five minute recess at 6:57 p.m. 

Council meeting resumed at 7:02 p.m. 

 

ITEM 069 5.1 COALDALE FAMILY FUN RUN  

 

Motion 099.17 Deputy Mayor Van Rijn moved that Council receive the information 

from the Coaldale Family Fun Run delegation for information. 

      6-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 070 6.2 BYLAW 721-C-02-17  

➢ Mayor Craig reviewed the options before Council in dealing with 

Bylaw 721-C-02-17, a bylaw to reinstate VLTs in Coaldale. 

➢ Council can approve Second and Third reading of the bylaw; Council 

can defeat Second reading; Council can pass a motion to refer the 

matter to a Plebiscite vote at the October 2017 Municipal Election 

or Council call for another public hearing. 

➢ Councillor Chapman spoke to the bylaw and said he would be 

making a motion that Council refer the matter to a plebiscite vote at 

the October 2017 Municipal Election. 
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➢ He said it has been fundamentally clear to him the community has 

spoken to the matter. Over the past 19 or so years, people have 

expressed to him that if the position to turn VLTs back into Coaldale 

were ever considered that a plebiscite would be most logical for 

residents to conclude and close the loop.  

➢ Secondly he noted over the past couple of months a number of 

residents have chatted with him and made their views known on 

VLTs. Most of these views were simply from those whose family 

members have been negatively affected financial from gaming. He 

said none of them were of a religious right stand but as Councillor 

Abrey has pointed out the consequences of gaming and VLTs are 

disastrous to some and nobody really wins except the operators and 

the government. 

➢ He said it is quite clear to him from the public hearing that Coaldale 

residents are concerned and want to express their choices through a 

plebiscite. Notwithstanding those proponents for the benefits of 

lottery dollars, we are not going to be shut out from those grants if 

Coaldale chooses to keep VLTs out of the communities. 

 

Motion 100.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council hold a plebiscite vote at the 

October 19, 2017 Municipal Election and further that Administration 

define the wording for the plebiscite similar to the survey questions- 

would you allow VLTs in Coaldale or secondly, prohibit VLTs in Coaldale 

and which option would you vote for.  

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn said he had a prepared statement to 
present.  

➢ “Nearly 20 years ago, on October 19th, 1998, Coaldale was one of 
36 communities across Alberta holding plebiscites on the future of 
Video Lottery Terminals within their communities. Coaldale, as a 
result of the plebiscite, was one of seven Alberta communities that 
voted to remove their VLTs. 

➢ “Prior to the plebiscites, groups that opposed VLTs publicly 
expressed concerns about both perceived and identified social 
costs, including harm to problem gamblers and their families and 
friends. 

➢ “Approximately 3.2 per cent of adult Canadians and 2.5 per cent of 
adult Albertans are affected by moderate to severe problem 
gambling. This rate is similar to the incidence of alcoholism, not only 
in Alberta, but all across Canada.   

➢ “That being said, there are four liquor stores located in Coaldale – 
are we going to close them down because they contribute to 
alcoholism?  My guess is No, because it boils down to freedom of 
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choice. Who are we as a community to dictate to local business 
concerning social and moral concerns? 

➢ “Most Canadians gamble with few or no consequences and 
according to the Alberta Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission, 68 
per cent of people treated for gambling addiction also had alcohol 
and/or drug problems. 

➢ “Speaking of gambling, if we were to keep VLTs out of our 
community what happens with our citizens who are addicted 
playing Scratch Tickets, Lottery Terminal games such as Lotto 649, 
Lotto Max, Sports Select, just to name a few. Thousands of dollars 
are spent weekly at the four locations in Coaldale where tickets can 
currently be purchased. 

➢ “Are we going to remove them? My guess is, No because it boils 
down to freedom of choice. 

➢ “Not to mention the income the retailers would lose as a result. 
They’d have less money to pay the staff that provides services to 
each and every one of us each and every time we enter one these 
businesses. I am willing to bet that we all have a family member or a 
friend that has or is working at one of these locations. 

➢ “After the VLTs were removed from Coaldale it started a process 
commonly referred to as a 'slow death' for our two hotels. Both 
eventually had to close because they no longer could pay the 
operational costs to remain open, due in part to the loss of VLT 
income. 

➢ “In speaking with a previous owner of one of the hotels I was 
informed that the income generated from his video lottery 
terminals contributed significantly to his bottom line and as a result 
he was able to keep his business viable. When a customer came into 
his establishment to play the VLTs they also purchased a beverage, 
or had a meal that required staff to not only prepare but to also 
serve the customer. The customer supported a local business and 
now that the VLTs are gone and the hotel is closed, the same 
customer now takes his or her business to a nearby community 
where they can keep on playing VLTs, have a beverage and perhaps 
a meal. The reason their able to this is because they are using their 
freedom of choice to go anywhere they like and, more so, to do 
anything he or she chooses to do. 

➢ “Now I would like to spend some time discussing the Alberta Lottery 
Fund and how it impacts Coaldale. 

➢ “I travelled to Edmonton in late February and had discussions with 
representatives of the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission 
about the subject of Video Lottery Terminals.  

➢ “They shared with me that back in time when the VLTs were 
removed from the seven communities in Alberta, discussions were 
held around the fact that any community that had VLTs removed 
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would not be eligible for funding from the Alberta Lottery Fund. 
Although this was discussed, it was not implemented – but the 
possibility remains. 

➢ “For those who do not know where funding comes from for the 
Alberta Lottery Fund, the answer is simple. 

➢ “100 per cent of the Alberta Lottery Fund dollars are made up of the 
government’s share of the net revenues from provincial lotteries, 
namely VLTs, slot machines, electronic bingo, and ticket lotteries 
that I spoke of earlier. In other wards the proceeds of gambling. 

➢ “What does the Alberta Lottery Fund do for Coaldale? Allow me to 
share with you some interesting facts I learned pertaining to our 
community we call home. 

➢ “Since the VLTs were removed from our community we have 
received a total of 192 grants up to the end of February, 2017 

➢ “Examples of the grants are as follows: 
➢ “Coaldale and District Agricultural Society received 35 grants 

totaling $437,504.15 that went to "promoting and encouraging 
improvement in agriculture and in the quality of life of persons 
living in an agricultural community such as Coaldale by developing 
programs, services and facilities based on needs in the agricultural 
community." A big portion of their grants also went towards the 
construction and as well, maintenance and upkeep of the Coaldale 
Community Center—something that would otherwise have been 
picked up by you, the taxpayer. 

➢ “Friends of Jennie Emery Elementary Society received 1 grant 
totaling $111,764.00 that went towards a new playground project at 
Jennie Emery School. 

➢ “Gem of the West Museum received 21 grants totaling $439,675.81 
for capital projects including renovations and facility enhancements 
that would have otherwise, quite possibly, been funded by you, the 
taxpayer. 

➢ “Kinette Club of Coaldale received 3 grants totaling $120,000.00 
that went towards a new playground in Garden Grove, the Tot Lot 
kiddy pool located at the Spray Park including park benches & picnic 
tables. 

➢ “Coaldale Granite Club received a total of 7 grants totaling 
$154,579.00 that went towards the purchase of curling rocks, 
facility upgrades, ice making equipment and the ability to host the 
2014 Canadian Masters Curling Championship that was held in 
Coaldale. 

➢ “The Kinsmen Club of Coaldale received a total of 5 grants totaling 
$285,000.00 that went towards the Skate Board Park, Spray Park 
and the Cottonwood Playground, Ice Rink & Basketball court.  

➢ “Town of Coaldale Library received a total of 9 grants totaling 
$222,423.00 that went towards book replacement, new equipment 
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including computers for public access, building addition and for the 
purchase of audio books and new shelving. 

➢ “Alberta Birds of Prey Foundation received a total of 17 grants 
totaling $1,328,107.66 for facility upgrades, new wildlife rescue 
buildings, and supplies for the rescued birds of prey. 

➢ “Coaldale Community Food Bank Society received 3 grants totaling 
$27,486.19 for their day-to-day operations, including food purchase 
for the less fortunate within our community. 

➢ “Go figure, proceeds of gambling went towards feeding the hungry 
within the town of Coaldale. Is that something for us to be proud of  
or ashamed of? 

➢ “Coaldale & District Soccer Association received 3 grants totaling 
$105,057.30 for new soccer fields and soccer nets. 

➢ “Coaldale Minor Hockey Association received 2 grants totaling 
$104,685.00 for much needed upgrades to the Coaldale Sportsplex 
that once again would have needed to be funded by you, the 
Coaldale taxpayer. 

➢ “Kate Andrews High School received a total of 8 grants totaling 
$80,685.00 that went towards the purchase of band equipment, 
baseball equipment, football equipment and upgrades to the 
football field. 

➢ “R.I. Baker Middle School received a total of 6 grants totaling 
$56,588.00 that went towards the purchase of band equipment, 
fitness equipment and playground equipment. 

➢ “Coaldale Musical Arts Society received a total of 4 grants totaling 
$43,666.00 that went towards new music instruments and 
community music programs. 

➢ “St. Joseph School received a total of 3 grants totaling $16,225.00 
that went towards playground equipment, and programs to 
promote artists and education. 

➢ “Coaldale Senior Citizens Centre received a total of 4 grants totaling 
$71,755.98 that went towards renovations, pool tables and kitchen 
equipment. 

➢ “Coaldale & District Chamber of Commerce received a total of 4 
grants totaling $14,905.00 that went towards Settler Days events, 
children programs and upgrades to the Coaldale Community Centre. 

➢ “Town of Coaldale received a total of 14 grants totaling $216,133.00 
that went towards playgrounds, the Coaldale Community Clock, 
upgrades to the Sportsplex, and rescue equipment for the Coaldale 
and District Volunteer Fire Department. 

➢ “Coaldale Minor Football Association received 2 grants totaling 
$4,300.00 for the purchase of football equipment. 

➢ “For anybody here tonight representing a church or religious group, 
please pay particular attention to the next grant recipient. 
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➢ “Coaldale Health Care Centre Foundation received 1 grant for 
$17,500.00 for the construction of a chapel for the Coaldale 
hospital. Paid for by the proceeds of gambling. 

➢ “John Davidson School received 2 grants totaling $12,870.00 for the 
purchase of playground and recreational equipment. 

➢ “Coaldale & District Handibus Association received 1 grant totaling 
$38,398.00 to purchase a new handibus for Coaldale & District. 

➢ “Coaldale Christian School, that was here early for the Fun Run, was 
the most recent recipient, receiving a grant for $125,000.00 for a 
new playground project. 

➢ “What I just presented was 156 grant recipients from a total of 192 
that were distributed to the Town of Coaldale that totalled 
$4,819,394.00 with 100 per cent of the funding coming from the 
proceeds of gambling.  

➢ “The point I am trying to make or more so, ask a question, are we 
living in a hypocritical community where we say 'We will Take Your 
Money' but don't you dare place a VLT -- the source of the grant 
revenue -- in my community? 

➢ “In speaking with the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission they 
referred to an acronym that fits OUR community perfectly when it 
comes to the VLT question, 'NIMBY' that stands for 'NOT IN MY 
BACK YARD', A term for a person who resists any sort of 
development in his or her own neighborhood or town. 

➢ “I was one of the citizens of Coaldale who voted against the VLTs 
back in 1998, I am a Christian and I made my choice based on 
church and God and now that I am sitting here tonight reflecting 
back on my decision I know in my heart of hearts that I made a 
mistake. 

➢ “Removing the VLTs did nothing to solve the gambling concerns in 
Coaldale, if they were even there to begin with. Indeed, all it did 
was shift the players from our community to a neighboring 
community and by doing that started a process I referred to earlier, 
as 'slow death' for our two hotels that eventually had to close 
because they could no longer pay the costs of staying open, due in 
part to the loss of VLTs. 

➢ “Comments were made around the council table during the VLT 
reinstatement discussions that VLTs do not fit into the town’s 
"family" image. My response to that is that the last time I visited the 
City of Lethbridge or the Town of Picture Butte for one of their 
community events it seemed to me that the "family" image was 
very much alive and prevalent within their communities. 

➢ “Finally, regarding the need for community input on the 
reinstatement of VLTs, I fully agree that it is our duty as council to 
give our citizens the opportunity to voice their opinion on any 
matter within our community.  
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➢ “At the November 14th, 2016 council meeting, Councillor Jacen 
Abrey suggested that the Town of Coaldale should pay for a survey, 
because it is the Town looking for the information to go either 
direction on the issue.  As a result of Councillor Abrey's suggestion a 
motion was made by myself and passed unanimously to "Direct 
Administration to engage a professional polling firm to a maximum 
of $5,000.00 to investigate the community of Coaldale's opinion on 
the reintroduction of VLTs in Coaldale".  

➢ “Councillor Roger Hohm at the same meeting stated that he is 
supportive of a survey and would vote in favor to put them back in if 
that was the result, without going to a plebiscite, Councillor Bill 
Chapman agreed with Councillor Hohm's comment. 

➢ “So, have we done that? Yes we have, by hiring a professional 
polling firm that polled 710 homes in early December.  

➢ “The two main questions asked were: 1. If the next civic election 
asks a question with only two options (1) allow Video Lottery 
Terminals, commonly known as VLTs in Coaldale or (2) prohibit 
Video Lottery Terminals, commonly known as VLTs from Coaldale 
which option would you vote for? 69 per cent voted in favor to allow 
for the return of VLTs in Coaldale. 2. If Coaldale brought back the 
use of VLTs in its community, would you be in favor or opposed to 
that decision? 75 per cent of citizens polled were in favor for the 
return of VLTs to Coaldale. 

➢ “We asked two similar questions that were worded differently.  We 
did this to compare the results to ensure that respondents 
understood both questions and answered both similarly.  

➢ “The message was both clear and precise, based on the results from 
the 710 citizens polled: A vast majority of our community is in favor 
of the return of the VLTs to Coaldale. 

➢ “The Coaldale and District Chamber of Commerce also voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of the return of the VLTs, citing it was a 
prudent business decision for the economic growth of our 
community. 

➢ “In closing I respectfully request that we view the return of VLTs to 
our community both as a business case and an economic growth 
opportunity, one that also places us on an equal playing field with 
surrounding communities that currently attract our citizens that 
choose to exercise their freedom of choice when it comes to playing 
VLTs.” 

➢ Mayor Craig asked if there was any other discussion. 
➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn said based on the evening’s responses and 

because Councillor Martens was not here he would like to table the 
discussion on the bylaw until the next Council meeting. 

➢ Mayor Craig noted there was already a motion on the floor. 
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➢ Councillor Abrey noted because Councillor Martens was not at the 
public hearing on the bylaw he would not be able to participate in a 
vote on the bylaw. 

➢ Mayor Craig said he has been thinking about the issue and he 
endorsed the track that Council was on, the hallmark of which was 
to have a public, open and transparent process. Council has been up 
front on the motions and the communication on the progress. 

➢ He said Council was discussing the issue in a vacuum before the 
survey and he felt it was worthwhile to embark on the survey to 
determine how residents felt about the issue of VLTs. 

➢ He also endorsed the public hearing and said he did not prepare a 
statement because he wanted to hear what the public had to say. 

➢  He said he has done some soul searching and has his own opinions 
on the VLTs coming or going but that is something he would decide 
at the ballot box. He voted in favour of them staying last time and 
would probably vote the same way again. 

➢ He considers the rules and mandate of Council, listening to the 
voices in the room and to those who have spoken to him. 

➢ He said he is proud of Council and its ability to make decision and be 
stewards for the Town of Coaldale. He is hearing this is a moral 
decision and he is struggling with that side of it. He doesn’t feel he 
has a moral mandate to make the decision so he would support 
Councillor Chapman’s motion. 

➢ Councillor Hohm, speaking against Councillor Chapman’s motion 
said at the November 14 meeting Council had a good discussion 
around the table about paying for a survey of the Town. It went to 
710 residents and had the results been closure he would have voted 
to go to a plebiscite. 

➢ He said he doesn’t feel the Town needs to spend additional money 
to take the issue to a vote. He said at the meeting it was 
unanimously voted on to go ahead with the survey. He believes 
Council got the results back to make the decision. 

➢ Councillor Abrey spoke in favour of Councillor Chapman’s motion. 
He said based on the responses during the public hearing, 80 per 
cent of those in attendance were in favour of a public plebiscite. He 
said he would like to second Councillor Chapman’s motion. 

➢ CAO Hastings responded to a procedural question from Deputy 
Mayor Van Rijn and noted the motion made by Councillor Chapman 
is currently before Council. The motion to table would have to be 
dealt with first and would have to be approved by a majority in 
order to carry.  

 

Motion 101.17 Deputy Mayor Van Rijn moved that Council table discussion on Bylaw 

721-C-02-17. 
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      2-4 Defeated 

Deputy Mayor Van Rijn and Councillor Hohm 

voted in favour of the motion. 

Mayor Craig, Councillor Duda, Councillor Abrey 

and Councillor Chapman voted in opposition to 

the motion.  

 

➢ Councillor Duda said she was in attendance as a councillor and 
whether or not she personally was for or against the VLTs she has to 
respect the wishes of the town’s residents at the public hearing. She 
came to hear them and they made it clear. 

➢ Councillor Van Rijn said there was a good representation at the 
public hearing and his decision was not pre-determined, he was at 
the meeting to hear what the residents had to say. He said there 
was discussion on the street and he did invite people to attend the 
meeting. 

 

 Mayor Craig called for a vote on the original motion. 

Motion 100.17  Moved by Councillor Chapman that Council hold a plebiscite vote at 

the October 19, 2017 Municipal Election and further that 

Administration define the wording for the plebiscite similar to the 

survey questions- would you allow VLTs in Coaldale or secondly, 

prohibit VLTs in Coaldale and which option would you vote for.  

4-2 Carried. 

Mayor Craig, Councillor Duda, Councillor Abrey 

and Councillor Chapman voted in favour of the 

motion. Deputy Mayor Van Rijn and Councillor 

Hohm voted in opposition to the motion. 

     

Motion 102.17 Councillor Chapman moved that pending the results of the plebiscite, if 

the Yes votes had the most votes, 50 per cent plus one, that following 

the plebiscite Council be authorized to hold Second and Third Reading 

to Bylaw 721-C-02-17. And Further that if the prohibit votes be 50 per 

cent plus one, that Council not be required to hold Second and Third 

Reading of the Bylaw. 

 

      6-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 103.17  Councillor Duda moved that Council go In-Camera at 7:37 p.m. 

 

      6-0 Carried. 
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Motion 104.17 Deputy Mayor Van Rijn moved that Council come out of In-Camera at 

7:59 p.m. 

      6-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 105.17  Councillor Duda moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 p.m. 

 

      6-0 Carried. 

 

 

 

 

  _________________________    _____________________________ 

         Kim Craig, MAYOR                 Kalen Hastings, CAO 


