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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 – 5:30 PM 

TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

PRESENT 

Mayor K. Craig

Councillors J. Abrey, B. Chapman, S. Duda, R. Hohm, B. Martens, J. Van Rijn

Administration/Staff K. Hastings, M. Murphy

Recording Secretary K. Bly

Media J.W. Schnarr

Gallery 

Mayor Craig called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

ITEM 193 2.0 ADDITIONS TO/ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Motion 295.16  Councillor Martens moved to adopt the agenda for the meeting. 

7-0 Carried.

Mayor Craig inquired as to any declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest in the 

meeting. None. 

ITEM 194 3.1 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 11, 2016 

Motion 296.16 Councillor Duda moved to accept the July 11, 2016 Regular Council 

Meeting minutes. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 195 3.2 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JULY 18, 2016 

Motion 297.16 Councillor Chapman moved to accept the July 18, 2016 Special Council 

Meeting minutes. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 196 4.1 CANADA 150 PROJECT UPDATE 
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 CAO K. Hastings provided council with an update on the proposed

Canada 150 Project for Coaldale which was originally proposed for

Parkside Park. He noted with the grant funds available for the

project the committee has determined a better location for the

project would be the town owned land adjacent to the Coaldale

Public Library, formerly owned by AHS. The land is centrally located

and has better community access. It also has the potential to be

better suited to the future needs of both the library and the town’s

use of the land. He added the grant funds that are currently

available under Canada 150 are small and would make it easier to

get a project started and finished within the timeline. He is seeking

council’s endorsement of the new site for the Canada 150 project.

 Councillor Van Rijn questioned how large is the area available at the

new site.

 CAO Hastings said he was not sure of the exact footprint but

shadow placement would allow the project to be fit into any future

plans for the bulk of the town owned land.

 Councillor Chapman questioned who was proposing the project.

 CAO Hastings said the Canada 150 committee is made up of town

staff and community representatives, including Communities in

Bloom representation, and they are the committee proposing the

project.

 Councillor Chapman asked what the details were for the proposal

originally endorsed by council for Parkside.

 Council Van Rijn noted the information on the Parkside project was

included in the July 11 council meeting minutes.

 Mayor Craig noted the Parkside project is not the same as what is

now being proposed for the new site.

 Councillor Abrey said the Parkside project included plans for a

historical walk of Coaldale but the costs associated with the project

were just too high to be covered by available grant funding so the

decision was made to seek an alternate project.

 Mayor Craig said the committee is seeking endorsement for the new

site with the plans for the actual project still to be finalized.

 CAO Hastings said there is a general concept which will be finalized

once the grant funding is secured.

 Councillor Abrey said there is another meeting Sept. 22 at the

library so the committee can discuss the plan right on site.

 Councillor Van Rijn noted the benches, picnic area and gazebo

included in the Parkside plans could still be utilized at the new site.
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 CAO Hastings said in context of the new area, they project may not

be able to include all of the components that were proposed for the

Parkside project.

 Councillor Chapman asked if there was a visual for the project and is

the committee seeking approval in principle with a pared down

budget. He asked what amount of grant funding would be available.

 CAO Hastings said there are numerous grants but it would likely be

in the $10,000 range.

 Councillor Chapman asked if that would be based on 50/50 with the

Town contributing half of the funds.

 CAO Hastings said there would some degree of matching with the

committee leveraging the amount council approved for the project

and trying to make it a larger amount by applying for grant funding.

Motion 298.16 Councillor Chapman moved that Council accept in principle the 

proposal for a Canada 150 Project on the town owned land adjacent to 

the Coaldale Public Library. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 197 7.1 MONTREAL CANADIENS ALUMNI FUNDRAISER GAME 

 CAO Hastings reviewed a proposal that could provide an

opportunity for Coaldale to host a Montreal Canadiens Alumni

Fundraiser Game. He noted there were two possible dates available

for the game and he reviewed the details and the financial impact of

hosting the event.

 Councillor Martens said he questioned the proposed ticket price and

the price for Meet & Greet tickets suggesting they were too high for

Coaldale to expect to sell enough tickets to cover the cost of hosting

the event.

 Councillor Van Rijn said there were some questions about alcohol

sales at the arena and how that would impact the arena under the

provincial fire code. He questioned how licensing the event for

alcohol sales would impact the attendance numbers.

 Councillor Abrey said according to the Alberta Fire Code if licensed

for alcohol sales the arena could sell about 149 tickets because the

building is not set up with fire alarms and would not meet code

standards for alcohol sales for a larger number of tickets. Currently,

without licensing the facility, they could only sell 299 tickets.

 Councillor Van Rijn questioned what type of alarm system would be

required.
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 Councillor Abrey said there are no heat detectors inside the ice

surface area and an engineered system would have to be installed

to meet the code which would cost a minimum of $75,000.

 Councillor Van Rijn said he respectively disagreed and added he

believed work could be done for much less because it can be added

to the existing system and then recertified.

 Councillor Abrey agreed but said the whole system would have to

be re-engineered and would have to be monitored through the local

fire department. Under the new fire code it has to be monitored by

a ULC approved company.

 Councillor Van Rijn said that is something the town can look into in

the future. Speaking in favour of hosting the game, he

acknowledged there is a risk and the town would have to figure out

a way to generate more revenue.

 Councillor Chapman questioned if the capacity numbers included

the ice surface or just the stands. He suggested the alumni game is

accustom to operating under Option 2.

 Councillor Hohm said given the limited number of tickets Coaldale

can sell for the event the risk outweighs what the reward would be.

He is not sure if the opportunity to raise $6,000 to $10,000 is worth

the risk. He said there are other costs involved in transportation and

hotel costs for the players. He said Coaldale is boxed in by the size

of its arena.

 Councillor Duda said she has organized many events at the arena

over the years including Lethbridge Hurricanes games in Coaldale

and she doesn’t see the proposed $35 ticket price making it likely

the tickets would sell. She said there are also costs for feeding the

players and housing them. She doubted the event would make

much money for the town. She said it would be a great opportunity

for the town but she doubted it would make much money.

 Councillor Van Rijn noted the Coaldale Inn has recently be

completely renovated and the players could be booked into rooms

locally. He said they would need 16 rooms and there are 17

available at the Inn and they’d be within walking distance of the

arena.

 Council Martens said the hotel quote in the proposal at $95 a night

seems awfully inexpensive for hotel rooms.

 CAO Hastings noted if the price for tickets were reduced to $20 x

500 tickets, the town would generate $10,000 which would mean a

loss of $7,500 which puts the project in a deficit. This would then

require more work to meet the target revenue.
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 Mayor Craig said hosting the game would be a wonderful 

opportunity for Coaldale but it would be more appetizing if there 

were more community partners. They were contacted but he 

questioned if they would come out and throw their weight behind it 

in order to make it a success. 

 Councillor Duda said she is sure they would help but she is 

concerned that it would also be hard for other organizations with 

ice time to give up ice at that time of year so the game could be 

hosted in Coaldale. 

 Councillor Martens noted the marketing, one of the larger expenses 

for the event isn’t even shown in the proposal for hosting. 

 Councillor Van Rijn noted the town could take advantage of its own 

social media channels to promote the event. 

 Councillor Duda question if the town’s promotional budget could be 

used to promote the game as it would be promoting Coaldale. 

 CAO Hastings noted with only half of council attending this fall’s 

AUMA Convention there is some cost savings in the budget that 

could be directed to this event. 

 Councillor Van Rijn said he wouldn’t agree to the use of those funds 

for promotional costs as it would negate the savings generated by 

only half of council attending the convention. He noted it would be 

better for the town to partner with a non-profit group that could 

get non-profit rates for promotion costs. 

 Mayor Craig said the time of year is problematic for the town and 

the money involved is another issue. 

 Councillor Duda said fall would be a better time of year for the 

other ice user groups in Coaldale. 

 Councillor Chapman said in principle he likes the idea that the 

alumni are interested in coming to Coaldale. He attended a similar 

game at the Enmax in Lethbridge and still has his Guy Lafleur puck. 

He noted it wasn’t a sell out at the Enmax and he questioned if 

there would be enough draw in Coaldale. Going back to when the 

Curling Masters were hosted in the community he said it was a 

whole community effort. He also questioned the timing of the game 

and impact on other ice users and asked if they had been contacted 

about the possible hosting of the game. 

 Mayor Craig said the other ice users had been. He questioned what 

part of the town budget would be used to cover the cost if there 

was a shortfall in hosting the event. 

 CAO Hastings said it would be covered off by general revenue if 

there was a shortfall. 

 



 Town of Coaldale                                                                                                                                                                                                          6 
    P a g e   
  Regular Council Meeting Minutes – September 12, 2016 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Motion 299.16 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council direct Administration to book 

the Montreal Canadiens Alumni Fundraising Game with the Montreal 

Canadiens Alumni organization on March 11, 2017 using Revenue 

Option 2. 

    

 Defeated 5-2. 

     In Favour: R. Hohm, J. Van Rijn 

Opposed: J. Abrey, B. Chapman, K. Craig,  

S. Duda, B. Martens 

 

Motion 300.16 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council direct administration to look 

into an RFP to consider what it will take to have alcohol sales at the 

rink, to look into the fire alarm situation and the seating capacity. 

     7-0 Carried. 

 

 Councillor Chapman questioned the time frame. 

 Councillor Van Rijn said he would like to see it in time for next 

season. 

 

ITEM 198 7.2  COUNCIL MEETING DATE CHANGE 

 CAO Hastings noted the first council meeting in October will land on 

Thanksgiving Day. He asked for council to reschedule the meeting 

for the following Tuesday. 

 

Motion 301.16 Councillor Duda moved that Council reschedule the October 10, 2016 

council meeting to October 11, 2016. 

 

     7-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 199 7.3  APPOINTMENT OF DEM 

 M. Murphy noted in his new role as Director of Emergency Services 

for the Town of Coaldale he needs to be appointed as the Director 

of Emergency Management, a position currently being filled by 

Councillor Duda. 

 Mayor Craig thanked Councillor Duda for her efforts over the years 

serving as the town’s DEM. 
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Motion 302.16 Councillor Hohm moved that Council appoint Mark Murphy, Director of 

Emergency Services, as the new Director of Emergency Management 

for the Town of Coaldale. 

 

     7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 303.16 Councillor Chapman moved that Council formally thank Councillor 

Sherrie Duda for her efforts as the Director of Emergency Management 

of the past several years. 

 

     7-0 Carried. 

 

 

ITEM 200 8.1 DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES POWERPOINT 

 

 M. Murphy provided an overview of the future activities of 

Emergency Services in the Town of Coaldale including ongoing 

specifications of a new county and town fire truck, the upcoming 

Fire Prevention Week and the Coaldale & District Emergency 

Services’ Christmas banquet and presentation of service medals. 

 He also provided an overview of the work being done under Public 

Safety including the drafting of a Community Standards Bylaw, 

updates to the Traffic Control Bylaw, public engagement regarding 

these bylaws and an RV trailer blitz for October. 

 Under Emergency Management he noted the Emergency Advisory 

Committee would meet in September as would the Emergency 

Management Agency and work is also underway on a grant 

application. 

 Councillor Chapman praised M. Murphy on his report to council and 

questioned if the numbers were reflected since January and if there 

was a breakdown on the public safety tickets that have been issued. 

 M. Murphy noted those tickets come under the town’s bylaw 

enforcement. 

 Councillor Chapman also questioned what was covered under field 

interviews.  

 M. Murphy noted the CPOs may observe something such as an 

electrical cord coming from an RV across a sidewalk and will talk to 

the owner who may move it without any ticketing being involved. 

 Mayor Craig questioned if the power point format would be used by 

M. Murphy going forward for his reports to council. 

 M. Murphy said the previous format with number breakdowns for 

emergency services was also included in the evening’s agenda under 
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informational items but it is up to council how they would like to 

receive the reports. 

 Councillor Van Rijn said he would prefer to still receive the detailed 

report but he appreciated the summarized power point report as 

well. 

 Councillor Chapman was seeking clarification between the two 

reports and said from a political side he would like to see the 

breakdown of calls and response times. 

 Councillor Van Rijn said those figures are reflected in the 11.1 and 

11.2 reports in the agenda. 

 Mayor Craig said administration can let council know if the 

reporting process is becoming over burdensome for staff. 

 

Motion 304.16 Councillor Martens moved that Council accept the Director of 

Emergency Services Power Point report with council’s appreciation. 

 

7-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 201 10.1  CORRESPONDANCE 

 

Motion 305.16 Councillor Duda moved that Council accept the Correspondence for 

information. 

      

7-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 202 11.1  INFORMATION ITEMS 

 Councillor Chapman noted in item 11.9 the local chicken producers 

are seeking support from the town in declaring September as 

Chicken Month in Coaldale. He said given that there are chicken 

producers in the Coaldale region he would like to see the town 

support this declaration. 

 Councillor Duda said it has been the policy of the town not to 

proclaim such declaration due to the number of requests the town 

receives from various groups and organizations. 

 Councillor Hohm said he felt the request was out of scope for 

council to even be dealing with. 

 Councillor Van Rijn suggested in lieu of a declaration the town could 

provide support via its website and social media channels. 

 Councillor Chapman said because Coaldale is right in the middle of 

an agriculture area he would like to make the proclamation as 

requested by the chicken producers. 
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Motion 306.16 Councillor Chapman moved that Council declare September Chicken 

Month in the Town of Coaldale. 

 

Defeated 6-1. 

     In Favour: B. Chapman 

Opposed: J. Abrey, B. Chapman, K. Craig,  

S. Duda, R. Hohm, B. Martens, J. Van Rijn 

 

Motion 307.16 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council support the local chicken 

producers by promoting September as National Chicken Month in 

Canada on the town’s website and social media channels. 

   

    7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 308.16 Councillor Duda moved that Council accept the Information Items 11.1 

to 11.9 for information. 

 

7-0 Carried 

 

Motion 309.16 Councillor Duda moved that Council amend the Council meeting 

agenda to include Item 7.4 under New Business. 

 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 203 7.4  ALBERTA COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 

 Councillor Martens questioned the cost of the photos and access for 

the Town of Coaldale and why it is being handled by Olds. 

 CAO Hastings said through membership Coaldale would have access 

to the photos but with grant funding it wouldn’t become a fee for 

service. 

 Councillor Van Rijn asked what the funding would be used for. 

 CAO Hastings said it is to update the aerial photos library. Right now 

the more recent updates are 2014. They will be doing a new fly over 

to show up-to-date subdivision growth and will indicate impending 

annexation areas. 

 Councillor Duda questioned if Olds is doing it for the whole area. 

 CAO Hastings said Olds acts as the banker for the grant and is 

applying for the Alberta Community Partnership Grant, on behalf of 

the Oldman River Regional Services Commission and all the 

municipalities will benefit. 

 Councillor Chapman said it is interesting Olds is doing it as they are 

not in the Oldman River Regional Services Commission area. 
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 Councillor Hohm said Olds has the same arrangement for the 

counties as well. They serve as one banker for the whole province, 

they have the contract and they fly certain parts of the province 

every year and each municipality, county, irrigation district and such 

as access to the photos. Everything goes into the same pot and then 

everyone has their photos updated. 

 Mayor Craig noted it is a worthwhile project. 

 

Motion 310.16 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council approve the Town of Coaldale’s 

participation in an application for the 2017 Oldman River Region 

Urban Orthophotography Project submitted by the Town of Olds under 

the Intermunicipal Collaboration component of the Alberta Community 

Partnership Grant and further, that the Town of Coaldale, a 

participant, agrees to abide by the terms of the Conditional Grant 

Agreement, governing the purpose and use of the grant funds. 

 

     7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 311.16  Councillor Chapman moved to go In-Camera at 6:30 p.m. 

 

      7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 312.16  Councillor Van Rijn moved to come out of In-Camera at 7:55 p.m. 

 

      7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 313.16  Councillor Martens moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m. 

 

      7-0 Carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

  _________________________    _____________________________ 

         Kim Craig, MAYOR                 Kalen Hastings, CAO 




