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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 – 5:30 PM 

TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

PRESENT 

Mayor K. Craig

Councillors J. Abrey, B. Chapman, R. Hohm, B. Martens, J. Van Rijn, S. Duda

Administration/Staff K. Hastings, S. Croil, M. Overbeeke, M. Murphy, Staff Sgt. G. Henry

Recording Secretary J. Garbutt

Media J.W. Schnarr

Gallery D. Erdos, B. Erdos, M. Peters

Mayor Craig called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Mayor Craig inquired as to any declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest in the 

meeting. None 

ITEM 231 2.0 ADDITIONS TO/ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 None

Motion 351.16 Councillor Martens moved to adopt the agenda for the meeting. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 232 4.1 COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM 

 S. Croil provided council with an update on the expenses to date for

the Coaldale Welcomes You sign and landscaping project

undertaken by the Communities in Bloom.

 He also included a visual of the area and a rough sketch of a new

item to be discussed with Council. The committee is requesting if

Council would be in favour of a short term loan of about $8,000

which would be paid back from sponsorship.

 Councillor Van Rijn asked if they were doing concrete rather than

paving stone.
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 S. Croil said the decision was made to do the concrete because the 

paving stones were more costly. 

 S. Croil said the committee would also like to use the remaining 

$1,160 from hosting the judges this year to offset some of the costs 

of the concrete. 

 Councillor Duda noted they have received $15,000 which is more 

than the original $5,000 in 2016 and $5,000 in 2017. She questioned 

what will be available next year and is the group spending funds 

before they have the money in place. 

 S. Croil said this is the first time the decision was made to spend 

funds before the sponsorship was in place. 

 Councillor Martens questioned spending $4,500 on a Maple Leaf 

that is only good for the 2017 for the Canada 150. 

 S. Croil said there has been some talk of incorporating it into a float. 

The group was encouraged to make the Maple Leave removable so 

it could be used again. 

 Councillor Martens also raised a concern about the sidewalks and 

whether they will be utilized at that location. He also asked if 

council had approved the picnic tables for this area. 

 S. Croil said a request was made for picnic tables and they were 

within the budget so he did approve them. Sidewalk approval was 

given if the funds could be raised. 

 Councillor Martens questioned how much the sidewalks would be 

used. 

 S. Croil said there is a benefit to the eastern portion of sidewalk as it 

is wider than the current sidewalk and would allow pedestrians to 

be more removed from traffic making a right turn from the highway. 

 Councillor Van Rijn asked if the committee is wanting to do the 

sidewalk this fall and if so, why could it not be postponed until 

spring. With winter approaching there might not be time to get it 

done before it would be in danger of freezing. They would also have 

more time to raise funds and could still have it done in time for the 

Canada 150. 

 S. Croil said that point was brought up to the committee and they 

understand the benefit to waiting. He noted it would also give the 

town time to do some of the work which could cut down on the 

cost. 

 Deputy Mayor Abrey said he thought council had discussed not 

doing as much development in this area due to its proximity to the 

highways. The beautification was something Council supported but 

he questioned the benefit of having the picnic tables and benches. 
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 S. Croil said the work hasn’t been done yet and there is time to go 

back to the committee. He said those discussions were had with the 

group. 

 Councillor Hohm said putting the picnic tables up in that area, 

inviting families to use this area, in one of the busiest intersections 

in town doesn’t make any sense to him. He can’t support it or 

providing additional funding. 

 

Motion 352.16 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council direct administration to meet 

with the Communities in Bloom committee to discuss this further, 

taking into account council’s concerns, and come back to Council with 

more information. 

 

     7-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 233 5.1  DELEGATION: Debbie and Brian Erdos 

 

 Mayor Craig welcomed Debbie and Brian Erdos to the meeting. 

 D. Erdos said they are coming to council to review the order they 

received in June. She noted they purchased two shipping 

containers, placed them on their property and were in the process 

of putting a roof on them when they received the first warning 

letter. They stopped and she wrote a letter to bylaw, because that is 

who the notice came from, requesting a review but she understands 

with summer break that didn’t happen. 

 She said they are requesting an exemption or a cancellation of the 

order to remove for the shipping containers as they are planning to 

put a roof on them and paint them to match their shop. 

 Deputy Mayor Abrey questioned if, when they bought the 

containers, if they got a development and building permit. 

 D. Erdos said no, they didn’t know they needed one. 

 Mayor Craig asked if the primary purpose was for storage. 

 D. Erdos said yes for tractors, tires, etc. 

 Mayor Craig asked if it was covered by carport roof. 

 D. Erdos noted they would have their own roof. 

 Mayor Craig asked if there were electrical or plumbing. 

 D. Erdos said there will be electrical for lights only. 

 CAO Hastings asked if there were plans to enclose the sidewalls of 

the container. 

 D. Erdos said their plan was to leave them but they are open to 

siding them to match the shop 

 Mayor Craig asked if they are on skids and temporary. 
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 D. Erdos said they are permanent. 

 Mayor Craig questioned the foundation for the containers. 

 B. Erdos said they are sitting on rubber pads. 

 Councillor Van Rijn noted later in the agenda there will be more 

discussion on the shipping containers. He would like to see council 

hit the pause button on the removal order until council can work 

with administration on the issue. He understands the delegation 

may be looking for answers tonight but the issue needs to be 

discussed further. 

 Mayor Craig noted that is the intent of bringing the issues up later in 

the agenda. 

 Councillor Chapman said he supports the idea of pushing the pause 

button, and noted there are other shipping containers in Coaldale 

that need to be addressed collectively. He knows there are other 

communities across the province who have either legislation in 

place or some mechanism in place for utilization of shipping 

containers for storage or otherwise. Whether they take out 

development permits or building permits to enclose them to the fit 

a natural esthetic, or architecture to the surrounds so they’re not 

just sitting on a pad in the front, back or side of the house. He noted 

there may be a case of having to be moving them, it would depend 

on the bylaw. Whether that is OK or not, it would be hard to say. He 

would like to put a pause until this is rectified. There would have to 

be some planning. He asked if the the Erdos’ land extended quite a 

bit to the South. 

 B. Erdos indicated it did. 

 Councillor Abrey asked the CAO if was the practice of the town to 

send out the letters with no date and no undersigning. 

 CAO Hastings said that was a former standard practice but the Town 

has since moved away from that and included the information so 

those who receive a notice know who they are liaising with at the 

Town. It is a service level that has been adjusted. 

 Councillor Abrey said it is very confusing for those who receive the 

notice because they don’t know who to follow up with because it 

just says Town of Coaldale Safety Services. He would like to see it 

cleaned up. 

 Councillor Martens questioned if they put a roof on the containers 

and siding would it be considered a garage? 

 S. Croil said whether it is considered a garage or not, it is an 

extension to an existing building which requires building and 

development permits. 

 B. Erdos noted it is not attached to any other buildings. 
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 Councillor Martens said it was hard to determine from the 

photographs if it was attached. 

 Councillor Hohm said if it was a stand along garage, it would still 

require permitting. 

 Mayor Craig asked what the future plans were for the walkway in 

between. 

 B. Erdos said just a walkway. 

 Mayor Craig said it has to have a defined use so if the property sells 

in the future it will be defined for the new owners. He asked how 

willing the owners would be to work with administration as the 

issue moves forward. 

 D. Erdos said they would be very open to making this work. She 

apologized for not getting a development permit. They saw a 

number of them in town and didn’t realize what was required. 

 Councillor Van Rijn noted the delegation was welcome to stay for 

the council discussion. 

 Mayor Craig thanked the delegation for attending and apologized 

for the gap in communication with the notice and noted it has been 

addressed. 

 

ITEM 234 7.1  REVIEW OF SHIPPING CONTAINER REMEDY ORDER  

 S. Croil provided an overview for council of the orders to remedy 

issued to each of the landowners in question, provided information 

submitted by the landowners which led to the review of the orders 

and prepared options for Council to review including how shipping 

containers can be used in Coaldale, temporarily and permanently as 

outlined in the land use bylaw. 

 He said permanently they are only allowed in the industrial area for 

industry and light industry as discretionary usage. 

 He reviewed the two orders to remedy for two properties in 

Coaldale noting shipping containers are prohibited in residential 

areas. 

 S. Croil reviewed the four options presented to council including 

confirming the order to remedy, vary the order of remedy, 

substitute the order to remedy or cancel the order to remedy. 

 He recommended the orders not be cancelled recognizing there are 

other properties in town with shipping containers on them that are 

not permitted. He noted if Council finds merit in the landowners 

request for a review of the order to comply it may want to consider 

extending the time limit on the orders to remedy in order to give 

time for subsequent steps to occur. 
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 Council can allow for time to notify the public of the enforcement of 

all shipping containers in Town limits by a set date. Council can 

direct staff to investigate the regulation of shipping containers and 

can hold off on a final decision until that information is brought 

back. He said Council can also undertake enforcement of all 

shipping containers that may not meet the regulations of the land 

use bylaw, regardless of whether changes are made to the bylaw. 

 He noted if Council suspends the enforcement during the review it 

would only apply to the existing containers, any new containers 

brought into town would not be allowed. 

 Mayor Craig asked what would be a sufficient time line for research 

and working through the process. 

 S. Croil said six months would be sufficient and if it is completed 

sooner Council could call for enforcement of the containers sooner. 

 Councillor Chapman said he was thinking of six months for the 

research and asked at that time would Council look at an 

amendment to the bylaw. He said in the interim would residents be 

able to apply for a permit for cap and wrap. 

 S. Croil said under the current bylaw, it would not be a permitted 

use and it would be denied. 

 Councillor Chapman said for both parties it would be logical, so they 

are not spending money, while it is under review. 

 S. Croil said the research would include public engagement with 

land owners who are interested. He hopes it would save residents 

time, money and heartache to know what the future enforcement 

may be or allow ability would be for these structures and to do it in 

a manner that is safe and respectful of all the people it affects, 

whether there is a fire or any other issues with respect to these 

structures. 

 Councillor Chapman said he noticed today a mini storage truck in 

town which provides temporary containers. He noted residents 

need to be aware of the regulations. 

 S. Croil said there is an educational element to make residents 

aware of what is allowed or not allowed with respect to the 

containers, whether temporary or permanent. 

 Councillor Van Rijn praised S. Croil’s comments noting they 

addressed his questions. 

 Councillor Martens said in the future, if the containers became a 

discretionary use, they would still have to comply with the 

requirement over how much of their property can be covered with 

buildings. 
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 S. Croil said yes, and they would have to meet the setbacks for the 

lots. 

 Mayor Craig said this would all be part of the process to be 

examined in the review. 

 Councillor Martens asked if there is anyway to include conditions for 

how the containers would have to look. 

 S. Croil said yes those could be covered off in the visual and safety 

aspects. 

 

Motion 353.16 Councillor Chapman moved that Council vary the order to remedy to 

May 31, 2017 and allow the landowners more time to comply with the 

regulations of the Land Use Bylaw. 

     7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 354.16 Councillor Chapman moved that Council direct staff to research the 

regulation of shipping containers in a comprehensive manner, 

including engaging with the Town’s citizens, other municipalities and 

other agencies AND direct staff to issue a public notice outlining the 

research and review process, including the clarification that all existing 

shipping containers that are in contravention of the LUB as of Oct. 24, 

2016 will not be enforced until such time that Council has made a 

decision regarding potential amendments to the LUB, and that 

shipping containers that may cause traffic or safety issues are still 

subject to immediate enforcement. 

     7-0 Carried. 

 

 Councillor Martens said now that the motions are passed, he 

questioned if the information could be included in an upcoming 

town newsletter to make the public more aware. 

 Mayor Craig said that is the intent of the second motion. 

 S. Croil said that would be part of the process. 

 

ITEM 235 11.1  INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

Motion 355.16 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council accept the Information Items 

11.1 to 11.5 for information. 

 

7-0 Carried 

 

Motion 356.16  Councillor Duda moved to go In-Camera at 6:08 p.m. 

 



 Town of Coaldale                                                                                                                                                                                                          8 
    P a g e   
  Regular Council Meeting Minutes – October 24, 2016 
 
  
 

 

      7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 357.16  Councillor Duda moved to come out of In-Camera at 7:30 p.m. 

 

      7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 358.16 Councillor Hohm moved Council accept the CAO Report for 

information. 

 

      7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 359.16 Councillor Martens moved Council receive the RCMP Quarterly reports 

for June 30 and September 30 for information. 

 

      7-0 Carried. 

 

Motion 360.16  Councillor Duda moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 p.m. 

 

      7-0 Carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

  _________________________    _____________________________ 

         Kim Craig, MAYOR                 Kalen Hastings, CAO 




