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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 27, 2017 – 5:30 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Mayor K. Craig 

Councillors J. Abrey, B. Chapman, S. Duda, 

 R. Hohm, J. Van Rijn, B. Martens 

Administration/Staff K. Hastings, S. Croil, C. L’Hirondelle, M. Murphy, K. Bly 

Recording Secretary L. Unger 

Media J.W. Schnarr 

Gallery Representatives from Copperheads: Kevin Wiebe, Kelly Wiebe, H. 

Pomreinke; Coaldale Minor Hockey: S. Hass, B. Lloyd; Coaldale 

Figure Skating: M. Curtis. 
 

 

Mayor Craig called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Mayor Craig inquired as to any declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest in the 

meeting. Deputy Mayor Van Rijn declared a conflict of interest in item 7.5 as his company is 

listed as a payable. 

 

ITEM 071 2.0  ADDITIONS TO/ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

MOTION 106.17 Councillor Chapman moved to adopt the agenda for the meeting.

  

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 072 3.1  REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 13, 2017 

 

MOTION 107.17 Deputy Mayor Van Rijn moved to accept the March 13, 2017 Regular 

Council Meeting minutes. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 073 6.2 PROPOSED BYLAW 725-R-03-17 Community Standards 

➢ Mark Murphy, Director of Emergency Services, provided an 

overview of Bylaw 725-R-03-17 for the purpose to bring the 

Community Standards bylaw for first reading. There was a previous 

request from administration from Emergency Services to combine 
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these various community standard bylaws into one Community 

Standards bylaw. 

➢ Currently have 8 bylaws that deal with various forms of community 

standards that were passed years ago, and need to be upgraded. 

Some lack clarity so both citizens and Community Peace Officers 

when doing their job will have better understanding of the bylaw 

when dealing with the enforcement of it. 

➢ Online survey closed on January 1, 2017, followed by a community 

open house on February 22, 2017. 

➢ The survey results and feedback received 235 citizens included 92 

written comments. Input was received, analyzed and some 

resulting changes were made to the proposed bylaw. 

➢ Bylaw includes 7 sections, including untidy and unsightly property, 

public behavior, noise, fires, inspection, order to remedy and 

powers of peace officers. As bylaw encompasses 8 current bylaws 

it was prudent to conduct public hearing to ensure citizens have 

public opportunity to provide their comments. Note that during 

our open house, we only had 2 citizens show up. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn inquired regarding page 10, accumulation 
of junk vehicles, it was my understanding that there was going to 
be a maximum number indicated. Are they allowed one or five, 
and referenced item 208 Motor Vehicles (3) of the proposed 
Community Standards bylaw: No owner or occupant of a premises 
shall allow the accumulation of any junked vehicles. M. Murphy 
replied that they are not allowed any amount. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn inquired about the fireworks fine, 

referenced on page 30, being only $100 for first offence of 

possession of fireworks; Sec.308(1) – Fireworks possession, sell 

offer for sale, give away or otherwise distribute, discharge, fire or 

set off any fireworks. Deputy Van Rijn added that this is one of the 

lowest fines considering that it is probably one of the most 

dangerous items on the whole list.  M. Murphy said he would 

investigate further. 

➢ Councillor Martens inquired about page 12 recreation vehicles, 
item 211, 3(b), An owner or operator of a recreational vehicle for 
which its registration shows a Town of Coaldale address shall not 
park the recreation vehicle on a street in the Town, except: for 
more than seventy-two (72) consecutive hours following which the 
owner of operator shall move the recreation vehicle to an off-street 
location for a period of not less than forty-eight (48) consecutive 
hours before the recreation vehicle may be parked again in the 
same area of the street immediately adjoining the owner or 
operator’s primary place of residence. Councillor Martens stated 
that this conflicts with item 211, 2, which states: Notwithstanding 
subsection 1, a recreational vehicle that needs to be attached to a 
vehicle for its transportation, except truck campers, may be parked 
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unattached to a vehicle from Victoria Day to Thanksgiving Day, as 
long as the parking of the unattached recreation vehicle meets the 
criteria set forth subsection 3.  

➢ M. Murphy confirmed that with the new bylaw, residents would 

only have 72 hours to leave recreation vehicles parked on a Town 

street. 

➢ Councillor Abrey indicated one housekeeping item, referencing 

page 16, item 308, 2, references the Alberta Fire Code, Fire 

Prevention Act, is actually a safety code. 

➢ Councillor Duda asked if they could be provided with copy of the 

current bylaws to see what the actual changes are. M. Murphy said 

he could provide copy of the current bylaws. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn asked to table for 2 weeks to collect 

answers. M. Murphy said this goal was to have in place by 1st of 

May as many of the items referenced in the new Community 

Standards bylaw start to happen like unsightly property and 

weeds. Council agreed to do FIRST reading and keep the questions 

in mind and do amendments at SECOND reading. 

 

MOTION 108.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council pass FIRST reading of the new 

Bylaw 725-R-03-17. 

6-1 Carried. 

Mayor Craig, Deputy Mayor Van Rijn, Councillor Hohm, 

Councillor Martens, Councillor Chapman, Councillor Abrey 

voted in favor of the motion. Councillor Duda voted in 

opposition to the motion. 

 

MOTION 109.17 Deputy Van Rijn moved that Council designate April 24, 2017, as the 

public hearing for Bylaw 725-R-03-17. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 074 7.1 Park Access Policy 

 

➢ C. L’Hirondelle, Development & Environmental Services Manager, 

provided an overview of the Park Access Policy, explaining that the 

policy is being put in place so that we can monitor our park spaces 

that are being used more frequently and for residents that do not 

have access to back alleyways or back lanes to access their 

backyards. 

➢ The policy is similar to the City of Lethbridge’s for providing access 

to residents. We have people driving on green spaces for events 

and are breaking sprinkler heads and damaging pathways.  

➢ Residents will be required to come to the Town office to get a $50 

permit. We collect a damage deposit, we go to the site to take 
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pictures before and again afterwards. If there are resulting 

damages, then we use the damage deposit to put towards the 

damages, or if no damages, then it is given back. 

➢ Councillor Martens asked if people are actually driving in the parks 

to gain access to their backyards? C. L’Hirondelle said we have had 

drywall trucks drive down in the back and cause damage. We 

currently don’t allow residents to drive in the parks to do work and 

if Bylaw sees this, they will give a fine.  

➢ Councillor Chapman, asked if residents will know to apply to the 

town for this? How will we inform the public? C. L’Hirondelle will 

distribute via social media and notice, will notify contractors. 

Contractors are used to working in the city and dealing with this. C. 

L’Hirondelle confirmed to Councillor Chapman that pictures will be 

taken before and asses the work after it is done, weather 

permitting. If residents get the permit two weeks in advance, then 

if it is raining, will be revoked for that time period and re-

scheduled. Councillor Chapman inquired that if residents are not 

complying and that if we notice tracks on path or damages that we 

will follow up with peace officers. C. L’Hirondelle replied that yes, 

we still have our bylaw in effect to follow-up with a fine. 

 

MOTION 110.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council approve the Park Access 

Policy.  

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 075   PUBLIC HEARING BYLAW 722-P-02-17 Lot Grading 

 

➢ Mayor Craig declared the Public Hearing for Bylaw 722-P-02-17 

open at 5:45 p.m. 

➢ C. L’Hirondelle, Development & Environmental Services Manager 

provided an overview of Bylaw 722-P-02-17, Lot Grading. 

➢ The Lot grading bylaw was brought for first reading, was 

advertised for 2 weeks and sent to all contractors and developers. 

No feedback or emails were received. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn asked if there are any areas in town that 

are building controlled that have already called for this issue? 

➢ C. L’Hirondelle said she is not aware of any or has been given that 

information. Deputy Van Rijn said he was to the understanding 

that Cottonwood already has this in place. If this was already in 

control in Cottonwood development, why would they need to pay 

another permit fee if already in effect?  C. L’Hirondelle was not 

given that information and said that every lot in town has to get a 

vertical grade stamp and said that Cottonwood is one of the areas 

that we are having problems with. 
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➢ Mayor Craig closed the public hearing at 5:50 p.m. 

 

ITEM 076 6.1 BYLAW 722-P-02-17 Lot Grading  

➢ C. L’Hirondelle, Development & Environmental Services Manager, 

reviewed the options before Council in dealing with Bylaw 722-P-

02-17, a bylaw that will allow the Town to ensure that proper lot 

grades are being established and maintained. 

 

MOTION 111.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council approve SECOND reading of 

Bylaw 722-P-02-17, a bylaw that will allow the Town to ensure that 

the proper lot grades are being established and maintained. 

7-0 Carried 

 

MOTION 112.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council approve THIRD reading of 

Bylaw 722-P-02-17, a bylaw that will allow the Town to ensure that 

the proper lot grades are being established and maintained. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 077 7.2 Appointment of Returning Officer 

 

MOTION 113.17 Councillor Duda moved that Council appoint Lana Unger, Legislative 

Coordinator for the Town of Coaldale, as the Returning Officer for the 

2017 Election. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 078 4.1 CAPITAL UPGRADES TO 30th AVENUE 

 

➢ S. Croil, Director of Planning and Community Development, 

provided an update to the Capital Upgrades to 30th Avenue. 

 

 

 

30th Avenue Capital Upgrades and Enhancements: 

➢ In 2014, 30th Avenue was identified as being in poor condition. In 

early 2016, the cost of re-paving was investigated. In mid 2016, the 

project scope was expanded to investigate safety/other 

enhancements to 17th Street. In January/February of 2017, public 

engagement was held regarding upgrades and other matters. In 

February/March of 2017, additional information was collected 

regarding alternate routes. 

➢ The original proposal for 30th Avenue major upgrades included: 11 

m paved surface, 2.5 m paved pathway, street lighting (50 m 

spacing), 2 mini roundabouts, choke points at intersections, 



Page | 6  
Town of Coaldale 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes – March 27, 2017 
 

dedicated turn lanes at 845, buried power, buried storm 

conveyance and speed tables. Total cost of +2 million. 

➢ Feedback from 2 public meetings on 30th Avenue were held 

January 25 and 26, 2017. There were 20 exit surveys completed 

and submitted to the town with Proposed major upgrades being: 

• Fewer or no mini roundabouts (concerns over winter 

maintenance and drifting) 

• Speed tables at different locations (17th Street and closer to 

the quads entrance) 

• Why not build 13th Street instead, or extend a new roadway 

along the south of the ¼? 

➢ Proposed immediate safety enhancements included: 

• A formalized entrance to the quads area, to calm traffic and 

provide an entrance feature to the space 

• A speed table at the southern end of 17th Street, and a 

pathway along 17th Street 

➢ After the feedback, the proposal for 30th Avenue major upgrades 

included: 11 m paved surface, 2.5 m paved pathway, street lighting 

(50 m spacing), 1 or 0 mini roundabouts, choke points at 

intersections, dedicated turn lanes at 845, buried power, buried 

storm conveyance, 5 Speed tables, parking area at entrance to 

quads. Total cost of +2 million. 

➢ A comparison of safety enhancements at 30th Avenue, included: 

• Original proposal: Speed reduction to 40 km/h, additional CPO 

enforcement, speed radar enforcement and 3-way stop at 30th 

and 17th. 

• Updated proposal: Temporary speed tables (Asphalt = $30 to 

$35,000 and Movable rubber = $100,000 +), speed feedback 

sign (potential site). Estimated cost of $30,000 to $35,000. 

➢ Possible cost and alternate routes through 17th and 13th Streets: 

• 17th Street – Major upgrades would include: similar cross-

section to 30th Avenue with an estimated cost of $+1.5 million. 

Incremental enhancements include: gravel pathway along west 

side of road with an estimated. cost of $50 to $75,000. Can be 

tied into future upgrades of 17th roadway. 

• 13th Street: SMRID has been accommodating regarding initial 

discussions and design reviews. The initial cost suggests this is 

a practical option with positive impact. Anecdotally there are 

many benefits, however it may be prudent to confirm the 

benefits through transportation design modeling, including 

similar cross-section to 30th and 17th, same elevation 

south/north of canal, an estimated cost (roadway) is +$1.3 

million, and an estimated cost (canal works) is +$400,000. 
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Seasons barrier & Maintenance: 

➢ In 2009, Area Structure Plan (ASP) was approved with traffic from 

the manufactured home community using 8th street. In spring of 

2016, 31st Avenue is constructed and connected to Seasons 

boulevard. In November of 2016, Town Council makes motion to 

not require a barrier at 31st Street/Seasons Boulevard. In January 

of 2017, it is further clarified that an ASP amendment is not 

needed to not require a barrier, a temporary barrier is installed 

and engagement is undertaken. In February/March of 2017, the 

operational aspects of barrier removal continue to be investigated. 

 

➢ The public engagement from January 25, 26 and February 2, 2017, 

was focused on the barrier between Seasons boulevard and 31st 

Avenue. 

• Of the 20 exit surveys filled out by those who attended the 

January 25 and 26 meeting, 95% of respondents indicated they 

wish to have the barrier remain in place, regardless of whether 

upgrades to 30th Avenue occur. 

• Of the 19 surveys filled out by those who attended the 

February 2nd meeting, 100% of respondents indicated they 

wish to have the barrier be removed, regardless of whether 

upgrades to 30th Avenue occur. 

• Common theme during the evenings and in the exit survey 

results was the question of who is responsible for the 

maintenance of 8th Street (RR 20-01). 

➢ It should be noted that at the time the surveys were completed, it 

had not been determined that connecting 13th Street is a 

reasonable option. 

 

➢ Points for consideration: 

• The Town’s contract engineer has provided a written opinion 

regarding the removal of the barrier. A summary of his 

comments are as follows: 

• No barrier/gate would result in flow-through traffic, 

not ideal from a safety/maintenance perspective.   

• An option would be to have a resident-controlled gate 

installed (a powered gate). This would give only 

Seasons residents access. 

• Further to the engineer’s opinion, and to address matters such 

as guests and deliveries, it is suggested that a keypad could be 

installed at the gate, and that the 8th Street entrance would be 

left open as well for guests and deliveries. 
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➢ Councillor Martens asked about the possibility of adding speed 

tables to 17th street which is currently a gravel road? S. Croil did 

not see why a solution could not be determined but would seek 

advice on that from the engineers. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn asked about the three options regarding 

the Seasons barrier and the access controlled gate, based on those 

comments, you are relying on the town contract engineer saying 

that there “may be” references several times. Is it possible for us 

to open the gate and deal with the maintenance as a separate 

issue in an agreement? S. Croil replied that he is basing the options 

based on the best information he has received regarding the 

matter from Talbera. If there are other options that would like to 

be explored, they can be investigated and brought back to Council 

for further consideration. 

➢ Councillor Chapman asked about letter from Talbera, there is 

mention of a one-way traffic flow, is there a rational for that one-

way or is that an emergency exit to and from private property? S. 

Croil replied that traffic would only flow out from Seasons and that 

public traffic would not flow back into the community. 

➢ Councillor Duda asked if the gate would be installed at the 

developer cost. If that is not currently in their structural plan, 

would that have to be negotiated? S. Croil replied that as it would 

be a change to traffic flow, it would have to be an ASP 

amendment. 

➢ Councillor Martens commented that with so many cost variables, 

would be best to put the traffic measures into 30th Avenue and 

possibly 17th which would give us time to finish the Transportation 

study and have more information to make further decisions at that 

time. It will at least slow the traffic down for this year. 

➢ Councillor Chapman said that initially we had talked about a 3-way 

stop at the bottom and 17th street as well as speed reduction. S. 

Croil said that the speed tables show there is significant evidence 

that further measures are not needed. The 3-way stop have to be 

for functional measures to calm traffic. S. Croil pointed out that 

the speed tables are placed in the best effective places to reduce 

speed. 

➢ Councillor Abrey asked if discussions were premature before the 

Traffic Master Plan is completed when discussing 30th Avenue and 

17th Street? You are recommending speed reductions at a cost of 

$30,000 to $100,000. S. Croil pointed out that the decision be 

made with the best possible information available.  

➢ Councillor Martens said that the speed tables are a raised 

crosswalk. S. Croil confirmed that speed tables, when placed close 

to an intersection, prove to be double-duty in the way of slowing 
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speed and also providing a crosswalk. There is further evidence 

that speed tables when combined with a crosswalk, can improve 

pedestrian safety as they elevate the pedestrian more in line with 

the vision of a driver. 

➢ Deputy Van Rijn asked if the CPO’s could be included as part of a 

speed reduction measure. S. Croil confirmed that removing them 

from the options was not an intent to not utilize their services, 

they are included to be used as enforcement. Deputy Van Rijn 

directed question to CAO Hastings to inquire if this area is to be 

investigated as a potential site with photo radar. CAO Hastings 

confirmed it will be a targeted area especially during the summer 

sport season. 

 

MOTION 114.17 Deputy Mayor Van Rijn moved that Council direct administration to 

continue investigating capital upgrades to 30th Avenue, 17th Street 

and/or 13th Street, with no further action until AFTER traffic 

analysis/modeling and a cost/benefit analysis has been completed 

for each potential upgrade, AND FURTHER APPROVE the 

implementation of incremental enhancements to 30th Avenue and/or 

17th Street, based on the proposal included in the Staff Report – 30th 

Avenue Upgrades, as Attachment 3. 

7-0 Carried 
 

Mayor Craig asked Council to discuss options regarding the barrier 

at Seasons. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn shared his reservations about the options 

and feels there is still one missing regarding permanent removal of 

the barrier. Deputy Mayor Van Rijn stated that to deny residents of 

the Season's access to 30th avenue in my opinion, is fundamentally 

wrong. They, along with the rest of the residents in Coaldale, along 

with everyone sitting around this table have something in 

common, we all pay property taxes to the town of Coaldale. As a 

taxpayer, we should have the right to access any street and avenue 

in our community no matter where they are situated. Based on 

that comment, whether we open it up completely, or we 

investigate the gate, I feel we still need to get the proper 

paperwork in order from our legal regarding maintenance of the 

road and the liability would address the concerns many of the 

residents have. 
➢ Councillor Martens asked if decision is made to put in a temporary 

gate, and later we find out after the Transportation study is done, 

that the gate could or should be left wide open. That is quite an 
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additional cost to the developer. Based on that, Councillor Martens 

recommended that the gate stay closed. Mayor Craig pointed out 

that Deputy Mayor Van Rijn was trying to achieve in the sense that 

it leaves it open for the possibility of the complete removal of the 

barrier pending the traffic analysis. 

➢ Councillor Hohm agreed with Deputy Mayor Van Rijn that the gate 

should be taken down soon, but felt that its not the area structure 

plan or the traffic modeling that is the issue, but was more 

concerned about the liability for the roadway going through 

Seasons and putting the Town in a liability situation and taking 

over ownership of the road until we can consult our legal to work 

through the details. Otherwise could open the Town up to 

liabilities we don’t want. Once we receive that information back, I 

would support Deputy Mayor Van Rijn’s discussion point to open 

the gate back up. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn agreed with Councillor Hohm that there 

are two things we need administration to look into further; legal to 

come up with a document that relieves the Town of any 

maintenance upkeep/liabilities and what is going to be required to 

amend the structural plan for the removal of the gate. 

➢ Councillor Chapman commented that the exit surveys received 

were both close to 100% of clear position on both sides. 

Recommends that we keep the barrier in place until such time that 

we received the Transportation Master Plan with regards to 

addressing the three areas including 13th Street, 17th Street and 

30th Avenue and that 8th Street is also a priority. We have already 

discussed some speed controls there as well. Councillor Chapman 

inquired regarding the Transportation Master Plan, with the traffic 

counts that will occur will be a strong measuring stick on what 

options we take. Further asked if the traffic counts will happen at a 

busy time of year. S. Croil said that the traffic counts will occur in 

the spring. 

➢ Councillor Duda inquired if this addresses the concerns the 

engineers have. Will we get an engineer report regarding liability 

of the Town? Deputy Mayor Van Rijn said our legal department 

would have an opinion on that. The engineers have a better say 

regarding a country residential application. Deputy Mayor Van Rijn 

did not feel the traffic volume would affect the upkeep but felt 

best addressed by legal. Mayor Craig agreed that the traffic study 

in hand would help further decisions. 
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MOTION 115.17 Deputy Mayor Van Rijn moved that Council direct administration to 
look into the legal aspect of opening up the gate permanently and 
look into the exercise of the amending the structural plan into the 
removal of the gate. 

6-1 Carried 

Mayor Craig, Deputy Mayor Van Rijn, Councillor Hohm, Councillor 

Martens, Councillor Duda, Councillor Abrey voted in favor of the 

motion. Councillor Chapman voted in opposition to the motion. 

 

MOTION 116.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council direct administration to 
initiate discussions with the developer of the Seasons regarding short 
and long term maintenance solutions for 8th Street (RR 20-01). 

7-0 Carried 

 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn inquired that in the possibility that the 
developer wants to proceed with the gate, is that something that 
we can address at that time if he wants to proceed with the 
expense? S. Croil stated that regardless of the option chosen, the 
area structural plan still indicates a locked gate at that location and 
would have to be updated to reflect whatever changes are being 
made. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn added further that if the developer wanted 
to put in an electric gate, we would still have to get legal involved 
to deal with liability and road surfaces. 

➢ S. Croil said he could only speak anecdotally without checking with 
legal, but said if document in place and it is private property, the 
Seasons condo corporation could choose to install a gate as it is 
behind a barrier, so anything behind their property would be their 
decision. 

➢ There was a question from 30th Avenue resident, D. Corey, asking if 
the Seasons development is considered a private property or is the 
town taking it over or a private entity? Mayor Craig replied that it 
is a condominium development within the Town of Coaldale. 
Mayor Craig said if any further feedback or questions were needed 
by anyone present, to please contact S. Croil, Director of Planning 
and Community Development. 

 
ITEM 079 5.1 COALDALE COPPERHEADS DELEGATION 6:30 PM 

 

➢ Mayor Craig welcomed Kevin Wiebe, President on behalf of the 

Coaldale Copperheads hockey organization to the Council meeting. 

Mayor Craig gave congratulations to the Copperheads on a 

successful season. 

➢ K. Wiebe provided the history and overview of the Copperhead 

organization. 
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➢ Cost to run the team yearly on the 1st year was $60,000, now in 

year 10 it is $130,000. 

➢ Dressing Room history: Copperheads team from 2007-2010 – 

dressed in two of the old (north) dressing rooms.  All 23 

Copperheads (17 to 21 year olds) used these rooms for four years; 

many times, changing in one room depending rotation scheduling.  

All user groups have used these rooms for 25+ years and continued 

to make use of them. It was at this time that the Copperheads 

brought their needs to the Town with letters to Council May 7, 

2008 & in June 2009. It was these preliminary steps that initiated 

CMH to join in with their needs, which evolved into the new top 

end dressing rooms we have now. 

➢ Funding was needed for the dressing rooms therefore, the Town 

created a policy that was passed Feb 28, 2011 for sponsorship 

recognition on the dressing rooms. 

➢ First option - Life donation- “$25000 for 25 years” upfront cost. 

➢ Second option - “Five for Five for Twenty-Five” – an affordable 

more attractive way to give sponsors the option to commit $5000 

for 5 years for 25 (Council Motion 084.11- Feb 28/11; passed 7-0) 

➢ Last fall we met with CMH – they did not want to lose their current 

room #7 and asked us to research into a portable or another 

solution. We asked them if we couldn’t have one of the large 

rooms, if they would be open to keeping the four new and giving 

the Copperheads three old to renovate with intent to open up to 

larger space. CMH didn’t think that was an option as they need 7 

rooms for certain times in the year. For example - when younger 

tournaments are taking place. During younger tournaments, CMH 

splits the ice for games therefore, more teams on the ice at one 

time which makes sense from a hockey perspective. These 

occasional times, more dressing rooms are appreciated for one 

timeframe. The old (North) rooms are fine size wise “history 

proves it”. OUR PROPOSAL still has Seven Rooms for CMH, “7 

currently = 7 future” (and sometimes 8). 

➢ Since our meeting with CMH we have researched further options 

for the Copperheads for a dressing room with no success; 1) 

Portable Building - We have been informed it most likely would 

create more coding issues as the four rooms were already an 

addition. Ex. Sprinklers, electric etc. 2) Convert three old rooms 

into one - did not pursue as CMH was not in favor. 3) Basement of 

the Sportsplex - tried to obtain from the town for a team dressing 

room but council advised they are currently condemned and needs 

major structural issues. 
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➢ Schools - not fussy- they just need a place to store small amount of 

equipment & have a place for students in the a.m. to leave hockey 

bags till parents can pick up after work. 

➢ Coaldale Figure Skating Club - CFS is happy where they are located 

under the bleachers. Works good to have their own space apart 

from the hockey groups. Security camera underneath the entry 

makes them more comfortable as located outside the 

bathroom/dressing room location. They are in favor if needed to 

move from room 2 to room 1 as would be closer to the girl’s 

bathroom. Our proposal would include upgrades needed under the 

bleachers on their behalf. washrooms and the water fountain 

needs urgent upgrading. 

➢ Officials - For the safety for everyone including players, coaching 

staff and officials the Copperheads revisited an idea of moving the 

refs to a location where they could depart off the ice in opposite 

direction as the teams. Refs don’t leave any personal items or 

equipment behind – no space needed for storage. Note proposal 

idea bonuses refs could have use of water fountain + bathroom 

(showers). 

 

➢ Preferred proposal to commence by fall of 2017: OPTION ONE- 

“Copperheads Primary User” DRESSING ROOM No.7, 

Copperheads willing to donate $25,000 up front into a “NEW 

ARENA ICE SURFACE ACCOUNT” with the T of C ($25,000 for 25) In 

addition to the $25,000 the Copperheads would agree upon the 

“Five for Twenty-Five” (2011 policy) with starting $5,000 in Jan 

2018; remaining $5,000 payments Jan 2019-2023. This portion 

would be placed in the current Arena Trust Fund with the Town. 

Copperheads advertising policy would see no change with the 30% 

being raised on behalf of the other three parties. Note - along with 

the current $77,055.96 in 8 years raised through the advertising 

agreement this would bring the whole total contributions of 

$127,055.96 back to the community from the Copperheads. The 

Copperheads would continue to receive a breakdown of 

costs/balances of each account at each fiscal year from the Town. 

Copperheads would be the primary user; leave equipment in open 

stalls. If the Copperheads were playing out of town then could 

coordinate through our staff and/or rink staff for scheduling of No 

7 by reserving ahead. Copperheads would fund the costs to install 

individual open stalls with small locked portions. Copperheads 

would need a access door for late night trips for drop off of 

equipment; 1) Separate alarm code/keypad or 2) New outside 

door? Copperheads could personalize inside of the room with 

team colors, add stalls, make a team stick rack, and personalize the 
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outside doors. ALL COSTS ABSORBED by the Copperheads except 

to be discussed possible exterior door. 

 

➢ Proposal to commence by fall of 2017: OPTION TWO 

“Copperheads User” of DRESSING ROOM No. 7. Copperheads 

could continue to use for all practice/games on a smaller scale 

than option #1. Benefit for equipment health concerns & recruiting 

purposes. Copperheads would agree upon the “Five for Twenty-

Five” (2011 policy) with starting payments of $5,000 in Jan 2018; 

remaining $5,000 payments Jan 2019-2023. This portion could be 

placed either a “New Arena Ice Surface Account” or the current 

“Arena Trust Fund Account”. Copperheads advertising policy 

would see no change with the 30% being raised on behalf of the 

other three parties. Note - along with the current $77,055.96 in 8 

years raised with the advertising agreement this proposal would 

bring the whole contributions of $102,055.96 back to the 

community from the Copperheads. Copperheads would continue 

to receive a breakdown of costs/balances of each account at each 

fiscal year from the Town. When playing out of town, would 

coordinate through our staff and/or rink staff for scheduling of No 

7 similar to current state. Copperheads would fund the costs to 

install individual closed stalls with small locked portions; add wire 

mesh fronts for Copperheads to store/dry equipment. These stalls 

would need more depth of space, more costly/ complicated than 

No.1. Copperheads would need an access door for late night trips 

for drop off of equipment; 1) Separate alarm code/ keypad. 2) New 

outside door? Copperheads could personalize inside of the room 

with team colors, add stalls, make a team stick rack, and 

personalize the outside doors. 

➢ With assistance from the Town of Coaldale: Copperheads room 

will have door opening to access outside from dressing room No 7 

(if needed), or alarm keypad installed by current outside exit door. 

Coaldale Figure Skating room: No costs. Ref and School room: No 

costs. CMH /Girl/ Public rooms: No costs. Under bleachers 

bathrooms: Add fountain outside bathrooms; inside of rooms need 

upgrade on plumbing fixtures including shower stalls. Note - Rink 

Improvement Fund currently has $37,875.96. Could we use these 

funds towards this project? 

➢ Additionally, Copperheads would approach KAHS shop class and 

offer them first opportunity of construction of the stalls. Timeline 

would be very vital in order for timing of school assistance and 

upcoming fall training camp (2017). Copperheads would be willing 

to upgrade the upstairs meeting room for all users to benefit as 

becoming neglected. (Time/Costs to the Copperheads). (ex. clean, 



Page | 15  
Town of Coaldale 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes – March 27, 2017 
 

paint, coffee maker, water station, new whiteboard, TV, repair 

east wall water damage, etc.) Copperheads would be willing to 

continue to work with CMH in helping with any guidance on 

personalizing their rooms if the same path is desired.  

➢ Councillor Martens inquired about the storage unit, if it has access 

to the outside, asking if the equipment could be dropped off at 

night? K. Wiebe replied that the storage room is already very full of 

stored items. 

➢ Councillor Chapman thanked the representatives for the 

presentation. Regarding option 1, define room #7, question is 

would you be willing to share the room on a regular basis with 

option 1? K. Wiebe replied that if we are away for a weekend trip, 

then it could be available but not during the week or if they were 

scheduled to be there over the weekend. K. Wiebe said that a 

reservation would have to coordinate with Minor Hockey to 

coordinate schedules.  

➢ Mayor Craig asked to clarify how impacts other clubs. K. Wiebe 

replied that they still want to make the arena better for everyone 

involved. H. Pomreinke stated that either proposal would still use 7 

rooms, except that visiting teams would be in the old, smaller 

dressing rooms and that Minor Hockey and Coaldale teams would 

be in the other 3 new dressing rooms. Coaldale would never have 

to use the smaller dressing rooms. 

➢ Councillor Duda asked about the refs and being put in with the 

school equipment area. During the week, there are teams who do 

use refs and there is equipment stored in there over the course of 

the week. Students can leave equipment it all week from Sunday 

until Thursday night. K. Wiebe said that the KAHS hockey program 

is changing, and will be changing from four days per week, to two 

days per week and will go longer in the season until March. K. 

Wiebe also shared that Minor Hockey has plenty of rooms 

throughout the week for practices. Figure Skating would also like 

to see the first old dressing room to be used as storage for the 

schools as it is easier for parents to pick up and not going under 

the stairs. M. Curtis stated that the storage referenced in the 

proposed diagram, is actually the CFS change room and would stay 

as their change room. M. Curtis further clarified that the first room 

under the stairs to make this their storage, but if those washrooms 

cannot be salvaged, then the girls and boys can stay as is. We 

would prefer to not have the schools down there as it is harder to 

monitor their kids’ safety with different age groups coming and 

going. 

➢ Councillor Duda mentioned that there would be cost to use the old 

dressing rooms as the rooms have no benches and the showers 
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don’t work. If those were to be used again, there would have to be 

upgrade costs involved. H. Pomreinke referenced that option 1 

included benches but not showers. He also added that if the 

Copperheads had No.7, they could move the benches to the rooms 

that don’t have any. 

➢ S. Hass, President with Minor Hockey spoke that they did have the 

Copperheads present to them last year, but did not receive 

notification until March 21, 2017 that they were proceeding and 

this is not enough time to come up with input today. CMH meets 

once a month and would have liked to be involved in a bigger way 

to provide input. S. Hass shared that CMH is currently happy with 

the dressing rooms at the present time. S. Hass said that they are 

meeting on April 4, 2017 and will designate a committee member 

to work with Copperheads to continue working together to come 

up with a solution. Once a workable solution is found, will come 

back to Council. 

➢ CFS was satisfied with the proposals, with the exception of the 

school rooms moving and is not in favor of them moving down 

there. K. Wiebe suggested swapping those rooms with the upper 

bag storage to make a solution to the security concern.  

➢ Mayor Craig suggested to defer further decision until all groups 

meet and come back to Council on April 24 or May 8, 2017.  

➢ B. Lloyd, with CMH also shared that discussions have been very 

positive and is looking to work together to everyone’s benefit. 

 

MOTION 117.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council table the decision to the 

Copperheads delegation until they return to a future Council meeting. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 080 7.3 Coaldale Copperheads – Request for Donation 

 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn inquired if Council has committed to this 

cost for the Copperheads in the past. CAO Hastings replied that we 

have not, however there is a promotional budget that is 

discretionary to Council. 

 

MOTION 118.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council approve administration to 

allocate $50 for creation of a gift basket for the Coaldale 

Copperheads silent auction. 

6-1 Carried 

Mayor Craig, Deputy Mayor Van Rijn, Councillor Martens, Councillor 

Duda, Councillor Chapman, Councillor Abrey all voted in favor. 

Councillor Hohm opposed. 

 



Page | 17  
Town of Coaldale 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes – March 27, 2017 
 

ITEM 081 7.4 Lethbridge Exhibition letter of support 

 

MOTION 119.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council provide a letter of support to 

the Lethbridge Exhibition stating the need for the Capital 

Improvements to Lethbridge Exhibition that will also impact the 

economic development of neighboring communities. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 082 7.5 Accounts Payable February 2017 

 

➢ Councillor Martens inquired about cheque 69644 for $20,475 to 

Nustadia Recreation Ltd. described as Sportsplex operational 

review. CAO Hastings replied that we had a consultant to do an 

operational overview of the arena to identify various efficiencies to 

create an operational manual and cost assessments on future rink 

expansion or a second sheet of ice. This was used out of our 

consulting budget for 2016. CAO Hastings said he would provide 

Council with copy of the 10-page Executive Summary. 

➢ Councillor Hohm asked if normal procedure for administration to 

expense $20,000 without Council approval. CAO Hastings agreed 

that it is not consistent and that there is no policy in place. CAO 

Hastings explained that this expense utilized operational 

efficiencies and an opportunity to improve operations. Looking at 

the budget expenditures, there are opportunities to improve the 

process based on the operating deficit. We did have a consulting 

budget of over $100,000 which would include engineering and this 

was a non-engineered consulting. Under normal circumstances, 

these are items we would like to bring before Council to keep 

them informed. 

 

MOTION 120.17 Councillor Duda moved that Council approve the Accounts Payable 
Cheque lists for cheque numbers 069590 to 069613; 069614 to 
069659; 069660 to 069661; 069662 to 069671; 069672 to 069722 and 
069723 to 069764. 

6-0 Carried 

Deputy Mayor Van Rijn abstained from voting. 

 

ITEM 083 7.6 Budget Variance December 2016 

➢ M. Overbeeke gave overview, said this is the preliminary report prior 

to the audit. It shows how we did for the year and does not expect any 

changes from the auditors. Should have final report in the next couple 

of weeks. 

➢ Councillor Abrey inquired how do we keep unspent money and move it 

forward to the following year, then we see it 3 months later, approved 
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to next year or without putting in this year’s operational budget? M. 

Overbeeke confirmed that if an item is in the budget, and does not get 

done in the year it is approved, is accrued into the next year. As result 

of this, it does not effect future years’ budget. Funds have already 

been approved by Council. Councillor Abrey was satisfied with the 

response. 

 

MOTION 121.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council approve the December 2016 

Capital and Operating Budget Variance reports as presented. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 084 7.7 Preliminary December 2016 Bank Reconciliation 

 

MOTION 122.17 Councillor Abrey moved that Council approve the Preliminary Bank 

Reconciliation for the month of December 2016. 

7-0 Carried 

 

➢ Mayor Craig requested an update on collected taxes. M. Overbeeke 

responded that as of today, properties could go on tax notice; in 

January, we had 42, as of today we have 20 going on tax notice. We 

are still working with people until March 31, 2017. Still working with 

the homeowners to get resolved, plus we have additional options to 

consider. 

➢ Councillor Chapman inquired about the carbon levy and asked if a line 

would be created on the budget? M. Overbeeke said yes, it is for 

natural gas and gas but we cannot control other companies that 

incorporate this cost in their billing and not account for it separately. 

Some are keeping it separate on their invoicing but not all. Councillor 

Chapman inquired if we would receive any refunds on carbon levy? M. 

Overbeeke responded that we do not. 

 

MOTION 123.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council receive M. Overbeeke’s tax 

report for information. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 085 7.8 Capital Budget Overview 2017 

 

➢ CAO Hastings provided review of the 2017 Capital Projects list: 

➢ 9A Street surface upgrades – replacing asphalt on both sides of 

roadway. 

➢ Micro road surface – micro seal pilot project, need to test on small 

scale before committing to larger scale. 
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➢ Fairway drive sub drains and concrete replacement project – address 

chronic drainage & icing issues. Upgrades required to stabilize the 

water table in the area. 

➢ Main lift station – pumps required to accommodate 20-year peak of 

wet weather flow intakes. Will increase ability to pump raw sewage 

and increase ability to filter out solids. 

➢ Pipe and liner repair at pool – as per new safety regulations involving 

distance of floor drains. We have full pool assessment of mechanical 

and structural being done in May before making formal request to 

Council for upgrades and/or replacement. Goal is to provide an update 

to Council in June or July as upgrades will be needed before start of 

next season 2018. 

➢ Arena basement repairs – water leakage and structural deficiencies at 

cost of $60,000 under direction of structural engineer. Administration 

has also requested a structural engineer to conduct an updated facility 

life-cycle analysis of the current sportsplex. 

➢ Community engagement for future – multi recreation centre such as a 

second sheet of ice, an indoor field house or other various recreational 

rental spaces. No capital spending needed at the time, will start the 

planning process with the community. 

➢ Transportation master plan – will address congestion issues and future 

growth. 

➢ Malloy drain implementation project – storm water drains along the 

west border of Coaldale, designed to hold in excess of 300,000 cubic 

meters of water storage, 70% of this project made possible through 

the Alberta Community Resilience Program. 

➢ Looking at pathways uptown, accounting software to better track 

detailed spending patterns, pump upgrades at the water distribution 

plant, fencing at the town shop and cemetery and turf improvements 

at KAHS field. 

➢ Total cost of projects list is 3.6 million dollars. 

➢ Councillor Martens inquired about the Transportation Master Plan, will 

the new accounting software be used for the 30th Avenue project? CAO 

Hastings replied that yes, it will be the first case study. 

➢ Mayor Craig said it was a great operations meeting last week to discuss 

efficiencies at the lift station. Said we need to educate the public and 

show what is flushable in sewer systems. 

 

MOTION 124.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council receive Kalen Hastings CAO 

report on the 2017 Capital Budget Overview as information. 

7-0 Carried 

 

ITEM 086 9.1 Lethbridge Chamber – Transportation Infrastructure Spending 
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➢ Councillor Chapman received a request from the Lethbridge Chamber 

to request support from the Town of Coaldale on the twinning of 

highway 3. 

➢ The investment in highway 3 is one of 3 key priorities of spending by 

opening up the corridors from east to west to ensure safety with traffic 

flow from BC to Highway 1.  

 

MOTION 125.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council provide a letter of support to 

the Lethbridge Chamber for the twinning of Highway 3, from the B.C. 

border to Highway 1. 

7-0 Carried 

 

 

 

ITEM 087 11.0 INFORMATION 

 

➢ Councillor Chapman gave thanks to M. Murphy, Emergency Services 

Director, for breakdown of the three areas of Emergency Services in 

item 11.1. It is a great tool to identify to Council and residents to let 

them know what we are doing. 

➢ Deputy Mayor Van Rijn inquired with M. Murphy, stating that the 

report says there was 107 hours for Lethbridge County and Coaldale 

for medical backups. As discussed before, we are currently not 

receiving reimbursed from the province for our fire staff for these calls. 

CAO Hastings, can we discus with AHS on code reds and the what we 

are doing with these medical calls? This effects staffing levels at the 

fire hall and will we get reimbursed from the Province or will tax payer 

dollars will help pay for this? CAO Hastings said we are in later stages 

with compiling report for Council and will be presented April 10th.  

 

MOTION 126.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council accept the Information Items 

11.1 to 11.3 for information. 

7-0 Carried 

 

➢ Councillor Chapman inquired to M. Murphy, is it possible to track wide 

loads that come through town? Kate Bly, Communications 

Coordinator, confirmed that she collects tracking for wide and oversize 

loads and can provide reporting. 

➢ Councillor Duda inquired if this report replaces the report that was 

previously shared. M. Murphy responded that yes, it also gives focus 

on educational opportunities and upcoming events. He said they still 

generate the old report but plans are to present this report moving 

forward. M. Murphy said the goal is to provide accurate and insightful 
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information but if Council wishes to have old report, to please let him 

know. 

➢ M. Murphy confirmed to Deputy Mayor Van Rijn that the proper 

industry term for photo radar is Automated Traffic Enforcement.  M. 

Murphy confirmed Deputy Mayor Van Rijn’s inquiry that the report 

indicated 252 photo radar for the month of February. 

➢ Mayor Craig commented that this reporting is shared with partnering 

communities with the CPO Program. M. Murphy confirmed that the 

page 2 included statistical information specific to Coaldale and further 

shared that he has a CPO meeting in April to share trends and types of 

calls they are getting for the CPO’s. 

➢ Councillor Chapman commented that it is noteworthy that the officer 

generated report gives contact to citizens in the tickets they write and 

is revealing in terms of the amount residents complaining to 

Councillors about CPO’s. M. Murphy agreed that the goal is to educate 

and get citizens to voluntarily comply with bylaws. 

 

ITEM 088 12.0 IN CAMERA 

 

MOTION 127.17 Councillor Duda moved that Council go In-Camera at 7:55 p.m. 

7-0 Carried 

 

MOTION 128.17 Councillor Abrey moved that Council come out of In-Camera at 9:15 

p.m. 

7-0 Carried 

      

MOTION 129.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council direct administration to enter 

into a bank financing option with Alberta Treasury Branches. 

7-0 Carried 

 

MOTION 130.17 Deputy Mayor Van Rijn moved that Council accept the annexation 

recommendations as presented. 

7-0 Carried 
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MOTION 131.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council receive CAO Hastings report 

for information. 

7-0 Carried 

 

MOTION 132.17 Councillor Duda moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m. 

7-0 Carried 

 

 

 

 

  _________________________    _____________________________ 

         Kim Craig, MAYOR                 Kalen Hastings, CAO 


