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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 10, 2017 – 5:30 PM 

TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

PRESENT 

Mayor K. Craig

Councillors J. Abrey, B. Chapman, S. Duda,

R. Hohm, B. Martens, J. Van Rijn

Administration/Staff K. Hastings, S. Croil, M. Overbeeke,

Recording Secretary K. Bly

Media J.W. Schnarr

Gallery 

Mayor Craig called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Mayor Craig inquired as to any declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest in the 

meeting.  None.  

ITEM 001 2.0 ADDITIONS TO/ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 CAO Kalen Hastings noted the addition of an RCMP Update under

New Business Item 7.7.

Motion 001.16 Councillor Martens moved to adopt the agenda for the meeting as 

amended. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 002 3.1 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 12, 2016 

Motion 002.17 Councillor Chapman moved to accept the December 12, 2016 Regular 

Council Meeting minutes. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 003 3.2 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 20, 2016 

Motion 003.17 Councillor Duda moved to accept the December 20, 2016 Special 

Council Meeting minutes. 
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7-0 Carried.

ITEM 004 4.1 VLT SURVEY RESULTS 

 CAO Kalen Hastings provided council with an overview of the VLT

Survey results based on the Town’s inquiry with the community on

their stance on the reintroduction of VLTs in Coaldale.

 As per Council motion at the November 14, 2016 council meeting,

administration engaged a professional polling firm to investigate the

community of Coaldale’s opinion on the reintroduction of VLTs in

Coaldale.

 The polling firm Mainstreet Research, surveyed a random sample of

710 Town of Coaldale residents by Live Telephone Interviews

through a mixture of landlines and cell phones. Statistically, the

margin of error from the results generated were: +/- 3.5 %, 19 times

out of 20.

 Only adult residents, who were Canadian residents, were eligible to

participate in the survey.

 For Question No. 1: “If the next civic election asks a question with

only two options, (1) allow Video Lottery Terminals, commonly

known as VLTs in Coaldale or (2) prohibit Video Lottery Terminals,

commonly known as VLTs from Coaldale, which option would you

vote for?” 69 % of respondents indicated they would vote to allow

VLTs in Coaldale; 20 % of respondents indicated they would vote to

prohibit VLTs in Coaldale; while 12 % said they weren’t sure or were

undecided.

 For the Question No. 2: “If Coaldale brought back VLTs in its

community, would you be in favor or opposed to that decision?” 75

% in favour; 22 % opposed; 3 % unsure/undecided.

 Hastings noted the main difference between the two question is

that whereas the first question asked respondents how they’d vote

in a plebiscite type of situation, the second question was more

general in nature and asked respondents whether or not they’d be

in favor if VLTs were brought back (regardless of means).

 Councillor Hohm said he assumed all of those who responded were

18 years of age and over.

 Hastings said yes.

Motion 004.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council receive the VLT Survey results 

for information. 

7-0 Carried.
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ITEM 005 6.1 BYLAW 719-B-01-17 

 Michelle Overbeeke, Director of Financial Services, provided an

overview of proposed Bylaw 719-B-01-17 which seeks to authorize

the town to issue a debenture in the amount of $1,518,000.00 for

Facilitating Economic Development Land.

 She noted if Council approves First Reading of the Bylaw tonight it

will then have to go to the public, through a Public Notice in the

Sunny South News for two weeks, before Council can consider

further readings.

 Councillor Chapman noted the word “Providence” in the proposed

bylaw should be “Province”.

Motion 005.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council pass first reading of Bylaw 719-B-

01-17, a bylaw authorizing the issuance of a debenture in the amount 

of $1,518,000.00 for Facilitating Economic Development Land.  

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 006 7.1 ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION REMEMBRANCE AD 

 CFO Hastings provided an overview of the Town of Coaldale’s

participation in the Royal Canadian Legion Remembrance Project.

The Town has previously sponsored a 1/10 page in the Military

Service Recognition Book.

 Mayor Craig asked if the Town has received any feedback from

veterans or the Legion as to the booklet and the Town’s

participation.

 K. Bly said it has been mentioned by Legion members at the

Remembrance Day service in Coaldale.

 Councillor Martens noted for $50 more the Town could do a 1/10

page in full colour which would be more appropriate, more eye

catching.

Motion 006.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council support the Royal Canadian 

Legion Veterans and Troops Remembrance Project with a 1/10 of page 

ad in full color. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 007 7.2 ALBERTA ORDER OF EXCELLENCE 

 Mayor Craig said when this opportunity to nominate someone for

the Alberta Order of Excellence or other such honours has come up
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he has been reluctant to do so just from council, preferring to see 

the nominees come from a committee selection process.  

Motion 007.17 Councillor Duda moved that Council receive the Alberta Order of 

Excellence letter for information. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 008 7.3 RFP TO HOST AAPG AGM & CONFERENCE 

 CAO Hastings reported Coaldale did send a couple of delegates to

the 2016 AAPG AGM and Conference which was hosted in Taber. It

was a way to launch the new Police Advisory Committee for

Coaldale.

 He noted the Alberta Association of Police Governance conference

does move around from community to community and if Council

was to see merit in submitting a proposal to host the 2018 AGM and

Conference a motion would need to be passed in order for

administration to proceed with the RFP.

 If Council is in favour of such a proposal an inventory of facilities,

amenities and supporting businesses in Coaldale would be

generated.

 Councillor Martens questioned if Coaldale would have the facilities

to provide a meeting room for 100 participants and then a couple of

rooms for 30 to 40 people in one area or would they have to be

scattered around town.

 Hastings said they may have to be modestly scattered but within

walking distance.

 Mayor Craig said it could it be handled between the Community

Centre and the HUB.

 Councillor Abrey questioned at that time of year if the town would

be able to use the curling rink lounge as a meeting room as well.

 Hastings said yes that would be another meeting space option.

 Councillor Hohm said, having attended the event last year in Taber,

he felt it was a good event but very social with a lot of interaction.

He questioned having to moving participants to more than one

facility, noting he was concerned it wouldn’t fit for this type of

event. He doesn’t feel Coaldale has the facilities to house the

participants for hotels and for meeting space. He added although he

is very much in favour of the conference he doesn’t feel Coaldale

has the right set up to host.

 Councillor Van Rijn said there are accommodations for some of the

people in Coaldale but not for all of them and would Coaldale be
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responsible for arranging for busing or would everyone have to 

travel on their own. 

 Hastings said that is a detail that would have to be worked out.

 Councillor Duda said she has attended several of these conferences

and generally they are held at the location where everyone is

staying. Meetings shift from room to room rather quickly. She

doesn’t feel Coaldale is set up to host it.

 Councillor Chapman said there are accommodations about six

minutes away. He likes the idea of Coaldale hosting and noted when

the conference takes place the town may have a partially completed

RCMP detachment for participants to see. He spoke in favour of

hosting the conference.

 Councillor Abrey said he would like to see Council hold off on

hosting until there is more confirmation on the new police station

so it could be included in a tour for conference participants. He

suggested in the future the town may be better set up to host the

event.

 Councillor Van Rijn asked if the RFP was automatically sent out to all

the communities.

 Hastings said yes it did go out to all the potential hosts.

Motion 008.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council receive the RFP to host the 

AAPG AGM and Conference for information. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 009 7.4 COPPERHEADS LETTER 

 CAO Hastings outlined the letter submitted to Council by the

Coaldale Copperheads. The hockey team has been working at the

grassroots level to come up with a win-win for all of the ice users at

the arena.

 The Copperheads have put forward three proposals for

considerations. The first would see the Copperheads utilize an

existing dressing room which would be designated for the team. The

second is a stand-alone facility on the East exterior of the arena. The

third would be the basement room of the pool facility.

 Hastings noted at this time the basement would not be a viable

option. He suggested the request be received for information with a

directive to Administration to see if the basement would be a viable

option or if there are other alternatives.

 Councillor Chapman asked if the Copperheads were aware that part

of the facility is being reviewed for engineering standards.
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 Hastings said they are aware there is a review underway. He said

they have fund raised and do have funds available for a project to

develop a dedicated dressing room.

 Councillor Chapman said he is concerned with the timeline for when

the team wants to proceed. He’d like to see the town take the

proper time to access the proposals before proceeding in any

direction.

 Councillor Hohm questioned if Administration has met with the

Copperheads and minor hockey to discuss the issue. He suggested

the easiest route would be to give the Copperheads a designated

dressing room.

 Hastings said in the summer, at a meeting with the ice users,

Administration did go over the Copperheads’ proposal and did a

walkthrough of the plans. There was a lot of good feedback but

there wasn’t an outcome they could all agree on.

 The result of that meeting was the three proposals put forth tonight

by the Copperheads. He said it would be easier to use an existing

dressing room.

 Councillor Duda said the arena operators and supervisor should be

consulted for their input as well as the public. She noted there are

bigger issues than are addressed in the Copperheads’ letter.

Motion 009.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council receive the Copperheads letter for 

information. 

7-0 Carried.

 Councillor Abrey questioned if the engineering study was a new one

or the one the town was already doing.

 Hastings said it is one study and once the structural work is

completed it will help to determine the feasibility of turning it into a

dressing room.

 Councillor Abrey questioned if council was changing its thought

process from a few months ago and looking at updating the

basement regardless of the cost.

 Mayor Craig said it is his understanding the engineering report will

determine the integrity of the space and Council will have to make a

decision on going forward from there.

 Councillor Duda raised a concern with using the basement as

dressing noting hockey players and stairs are not a good combo and

there may be some safety issues to consider.
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Motion 010.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council direct Administration to bring 

forward the Copperheads request on receipt of the engineering report 

on the basement of the arena/pool building. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 010 7.5 FORTIS STREETLIGHT LED CONVERSION 

 CAO Hastings requested the Council make a resolution to endorse

Fortis Alberta’s Streetlight LED Conversion Option which is available

to Coaldale.

 He said according to Fortis the conversion will not lead to an

increase in power bills. It will not lead to an immediate reduction in

price, either, as it will take a number of years before the cost of the

LED installation/conversion is absorbed by the more efficient light

standards.

 Councillor Van Rijn said the Town should piggyback on the project

and have operations do a drive around Coaldale to identify areas

that need more street lighting.

 Hastings said that is a good idea and the Town has already put in a

request for the cost for additional lights above and beyond what is

currently found in Coaldale.

 Councillor Chapman asked if Fortis had identified where they would

begin the conversion or just the type of lights to be replaced. He

noted the high sodium lights are prevalent along mainstreet. He also

asked if the lights along Highway 3 were included or if that was with

Alberta Transportation.

 Hastings said at this point the project is more philosophical, is

Coaldale in agreement with the conversion to LED lights with

additional details to come from Fortis on the conversion plan.

 Councillor Chapman noted in Taber a complete retrofit was

completed. He said he would want them to do the whole town

noting the new LED lights are already up in the industrial area.

 Councillor Van Rijn said in speaking with Fortis their plan is to

change every light in Coaldale but Highway 3 is a transportation

corridor and a separate project.

 Councillor Martens said LED is more energy efficient but the town

will be paying 10 per cent more. He questioned if that would be

until the new lights are paid for or in perpetuity.

 Hastings said those questions were asked and he is still waiting to

hear back from Fortis.

 Councillor Chapman said if it is in perpetuity than Coaldale isn’t

going to gain anything.
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 Mayor Craig questioned if council support could be tied to the

question of cost.

 Hastings said that could lead to a Fortis rep providing council with a

full overview, which he can line up if council so wishes.

 Councillor Martens said if the town knew a specific time for the

project to roll out it and the cost involved it would be worthwhile

for Council to review.

 Hastings said if the Town doesn’t approve the LED conversion at this

time then it may be quite a wait before Coaldale is in line for the

work to be done.

 Councillor Martens asked if Fortis could provide Council with a

timeline and costs without having to bring a presentation to Council.

 Hastings said he can certainly ask them to provide the information.

 Councillor Martens said he is in favour of the LED conversion but

indicated he was worried about the cost.

 Councillor Chapman said according to the letter from Fortis the LED

lighting does represent a savings over the life of the fixture but he

questioned if that would be a zero gain or zero loss.

 Mayor Craig said perhaps a 10 per cent surcharge and a 20 per cent

reduction in overall cost.

 Van Rijn noted in the letter Fortis indicated they are going to charge

10 per cent on the installation but there will be a savings in

transmission and retailer energy portions of Coaldale’s electricity

bill.

Motion 011.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council direct Administration to instruct 

Fortis Alberta to devise and implement an LED conversion solution for 

Coaldale. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 011 7.6 MP RACHAEL HARDER MEETING REQUEST 

 Hastings indicated there are a couple of proposed dates for meeting

with MP Rachael Harder, Monday, March 13 or Tuesday, March 14.

 K. Bly indicated no times were provided on those dates but she did

inquire.

 Councillor Van Rijn asked how much time they would need.

 K. Bly said she also asked that questioned and did not get a reply as

yet.

 Hastings said it has been 45 minutes to an hour in the past.

 Councillor Van Rijn said it might be best not to have it on the same

night as a council meeting.
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 K. Bly said she asked if the MP could meet earlier before the Council

meeting.

 Councllor Chapman noted Highway 3 is also hoping to meet with the

same Members of Parliament and are using the same reference

dates for meetings.

 Councillor Hohm said since council will all be around for the

Monday, March 13 council meeting he is suggesting an earlier time

to meet that afternoon with the MP.

Motion 012.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council propose Monday, March 13 at 4 

p.m. as a meeting date and time with MP Rachael Harder.

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 012 7.7 RCMP UPDATE 

rev 

 Staff Sgt. Glenn Henry provided an overview of the Quarterly Report

for the Coaldale RCMP from Oct. 1 to Dec. 31, 2016 under the

Annual Performance Priorities. He noted, as outlined in the Annual

Performance Plan, the local detachment has been working on

building and maintaining positive police community relations,

reducing property crime through police visibility and thefts from

vehicles, a Crime Reduction Strategy.

 Under community relations, he noted to date there have been 51

formal community events attended by the Coaldale RCMP Members

in Coaldale, Coalhurst and the Lethbridge County. The detachment

has also increased its presence during the daytime, evenings and

early mornings through traffic enforcement with 173 traffic

violation tickets issued. There were also 16 street checks this

quarter with a total of 102 to date for 2016.

 To date there have been 49 thefts from vehicles in the region with a

majority reported left unlocked.

 Mayor Craig congratulated Staff Sgt. Henry on the first anniversary

for the RCMP policing of Coaldale. He expressed appreciation to the

detachment.

 Staff Sgt. Henry said the RCMP is happy to be in Coaldale and he

thanked the mayor. He also asked for any priorities from Council for

the Annual Performance Plan.

 Staff Sgt. Henry also requested, due to security reasons, to speak in-

camera with Council to update them on the progress on the new

RCMP building project in Coaldale.

ITEM 013 11.0 INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
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Motion 013.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council accept the Information Items 

11.1 and 11.2 for information 

7-0 Carried.

Motion 014.17 Councillor Chapman moved to go In-Camera at 6:19 p.m. 

7-0 Carried.

Motion 015.17 Councillor Chapman moved to come out of In-Camera at 9:22 p.m. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 014 12.2 LAND 

Motion 016.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council direct Administration to 

proceed with the Land sale under the parameters as discussed. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 015 12.4 CAO REPORT 

Motion 017.17 Councillor Abrey moved that Council accept the CAO report for 

information. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 016 12.5 CORRESPONDENCE 

Motion 018.17 Councillor Abrey moved that Council direct Administration to set up a 

meeting as requested by the Alberta Birds of Prey Centre. 

7-0 Carried.

ITEM 017 12.6 SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER 

Motion 019.17 Councillor Hohm moved that Council direct Administration to proceed 

with the School Resource Officer program as discussed. 

6-1 Carried.

Duda voted against the motion.
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Motion 020.17 Councillor Duda moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m. 

7-0 Carried.

  _________________________ _____________________________ 

  Kim Craig, MAYOR   Kalen Hastings, CAO 




