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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 13, 2017 – 5:30 PM 

TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

PRESENT 

Mayor K. Craig

Councillors J. Abrey, B. Chapman, S. Duda,

B. Martens, J. Van Rijn

Administration/Staff K. Hastings, S. Croil, M. Overbeeke, M. Murphy

Recording Secretary K. Bly

Media J.W. Schnarr

Gallery 

Mayor Craig called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Mayor Craig inquired as to any declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest in the 

meeting.  Councillor Van Rijn indicated he would not be voting on items 7.1 and 7.2.  

ITEM 029 2.0 ADDITIONS TO/ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 Mayor Craig indicated an item in New Business had been moved to

In-Camera due to privacy issues.

Motion 035.17 Councillor Duda moved to adopt the agenda for the meeting as 

amended.  6-0 Carried. 

ITEM 030 3.1 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 23, 2017 

 Councillor Chapman noted he had highlighted some grammar

changes required in the minutes.

 Councillor Duda said she would like to see a Council discussion on

the amount of time it takes to capture every comment in the

minutes. She noted it takes a lot of staff time and she would like to

see it streamlined to capture just the essence of the meeting.

 Council Van Rijn said he likes the minutes the way they are and it

also helps if a councillor is away, as they can read what happened in

the meeting. They are done excellently.

 Councillor Duda said they are done excellently but she questions the

amount of time it takes staff to do the minutes in this format.
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Motion 036.17 Councillor Chapman moved to accept the January 23, 2017 Regular 

Council Meeting minutes as amended. 

6-0 Carried. 

 

ITEM 031 4.1  Q & A FROM JANUARY 23, 2017 COUNCIL MEETING 

 Councillor Van Rijn asked about the Parkside Green Space “No off 

leash dog” signs. Are the signs going to be taken care of or is a 

motion required? 

 CAO Hastings said a motion would be appreciated as the budget line 

items do not include this particular item. If Council chooses to spend 

the money on these items it will eliminate spending on another line 

item.  

 Hastings also noted in the past the Town has covered the entire cost 

for items such as the bag dispensers or have split the cost with a 

neighbourhood organization. The Town is not in a position where it 

has neighbourhood associations built up in all areas of Coaldale.  

 Councillor Van Rijn questioned if there was a neighbourhood 

organization in Parkside. 

 The CAO said no there isn’t one in this part of the Town. 

 Councillor Duda said there is money in the budget for bag stations 

and garbage cans. Are the signs in the budget? Garbage cans are a 

necessity if the Town wants to keep the parks looking good. 

Especially for the Communities in Bloom competition. 

 Councillor Chapman said it is a sign of the times we are living in. 

Many communities have infrastructure in place for such types of 

purchases such as where to walk dogs. If there are doggie bags 

along these routes it shows appreciation for what we do together. 

People should be using those facilities appropriately. Going back to 

the motion, he questioned if the Town is installing “no off leash 

dog” signs, where would they be put in the dog run? 

 Councillor Van Rijn said this is not in the dog run but in Parkside 

Green, the park in Parkside. 

 CAO Hastings said, in terms of the budget, the Town doesn’t have 

the money to do every green space. What has been done to 

maximize the funds in the past is the Town has put in money, the 

neighbourhood association has put in money. There is money to do 

Parkside but if another area of Town comes with a similar request 

Council may have to look at putting more money in the budget for 

this item.  
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 Councillor Chapman said there was a certain group in Cottonwood 

who wanted to reach out and form a partnership and maybe that is 

something the Town can try to establish with the Parkside people. 

 Councillor Van Rijn questioned how many gates, entrances there are 

to the park and how many stations would be required. 

 

Motion 037.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council direct Administration to bring a 

proposal to a future Council meeting to address the need for signage, 

doggy bag containers and garbage containers required at Parkside 

Green.   6-0 Carried.  

 

Motion 038.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council receive the Q & A from the 

January 23, 2017 Council Meeting for information. 

     6-0 Carried.  

 

ITEM 032 4.2  PORTABLE SPEED SIGNS FUNDING 

 Mark Murphy, Director of Emergency Services, brought a report 

forward on portable speed signs and a request to allocate funding 

to acquire portable speed signs for Coaldale. 

 Murphy said Council had requested Administration look into the 

feasibility of acquiring the portable speed signs that could be placed 

throughout the town to enhance public safety in high traffic areas. 

The goal is to enhance public safety through public education 

regarding speed limits on town roads. 

 Currently the Town has in place, to educate and to enforce: 

Automated Traffic Enforcement, Community Peace Officers and 

RCMP. These are primarily enforcement efforts. As part of the 

Emergency Services Department business plan they are looking at 

portable speed signs and doing a study in 2017 to determine what 

would be best suited for the Town. 

  Emergency services has identified a mix of portable signs and trailer 

signs as possibly the best way to go. Looking now at a budget 

request so staff effort can be focused on the direction the Town 

wants to go.  

 He noted at the September 26, 2016 council meeting a decision was 

made to allocate a portion of the photo radar revenue into a Safety 

Infrastructure Improvement reserve. The current balance of the 

reserve is $40,000. 

 He requested Council allocated $15,000 from the Safety 

Infrastructure Improvement reserve so Emergency Services can 

continue with its study with regards to acquiring portable speed 

signs. 
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 Councillor Van Rijn asked if the $40,000 is set aside for

infrastructure improvements or is that the total pool with some of it

going to community granting as well.

 CAO Hastings said there are three different streams including

general infrastructure, community grants and safety enhancements.

The portable speed sign request would come under the third

stream.

 Murphy noted some initial staff work has been done and Emergency

Services feels the $15,000 would be a good number for planning

purposes.

 Mayor Craig questioned, if the funding is approved, when is it

anticipated the first portable speed sign would be in place.

 Murphy said the first step will be to set up a working group of some

of the other departments in the Town to determine how many are

needed, where they should be put, how they are going to be used

and who is going to deploy them.

 These details will have to be worked out. He would like to have the

meeting within 30 days and then come back to Council with a

recommendations on what should be done.

 Mayor Craig said there has been interest in the community in seeing

these types of speed signs installed in Coaldale sooner rather than

later.

 Councillor Van Rijn said there has been interest in putting one up on

30th and he feels it would be a good spot to begin with.

 Murphy said some of the signs are designed to record traffic flow.

Emergency Services is looking for areas that would be best suited,

30th might be a good spot. Some of the staff work involves

determining which signs would be best suited to Coaldale’s needs.

 Councillor Van Rijn also questioned the use of the strobe that will

flash the speed of the vehicle. It is used in Claresholm.

 Murphy said he was not aware of that one but it could be looked at

as part of the study.

 Councillor Chapman said in the report Murphy pluralized the

purchase and he asked if the request was for more than one sign for

the $15,000.

 Murphy said they have already requested a couple of quotes, one

for portable, one trailer. Some are solar powered, some are not.

Some can provide feedback, some just flash the number. Quotes he

is getting back are under $15,000 but it needs to be determined

what the mixture will be for the signs.

 Councillor Chapman said he is acquainted with both styles. He

favours the solar powered because it doesn’t have to be plugged
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into a power source. The trailer one is a high visibility one and is not 

going to be there forever. It is mainly a tracking mechanism. The 

other can be used on a more permanent basis. 

 Murphy noted the ones that go on a pole are very portable. Several

poles can be set up and the signs moved around.

Motion 039.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council approve an allocation of 

$15,000 from the Safety Infrastructure Improvement reserve of the 

Community Grant Initiative to the Emergency Services department to 

acquire portable speed signs. 

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 033 6.1 BYLAW 721-C-02-17 

 Mayor Craig noted staff were asked to bring bylaw 721-C-02-17 to

council.

 CAO Hastings said the report is submitted to council to follow up the

January 23, 2017 Council Meeting where Council directed

Administration to bring a draft bylaw to Council to consider

reinstating Video Lottery Terminals in Coaldale.

 He noted Bylaw 721-C-02-17 is a bylaw of the Town of Coaldale to

provide for the installation, operation and use of video lottery

terminals within the Town of Coaldale.

 He asked if there were any requests for changes to the bylaw. If not

council can approve first reading and set a public hearing, Council

can defeat first reading or request changes and ask for the bylaw to

be brought back to Council for first reading at a later date.

 Councillor Martens questioned if there is provincial approval

required to reinstate.

 Hastings said there are provincial guidelines governing the use of

video lottery terminals. Coaldale, as a municipality, placed a

prohibition on their use in Coaldale back in 1998 which was enacted

in 2003. The legislation governing their use within Coaldale is

dictated by the province but as a municipality, Council has to create

a bylaw that allows them to operate in Coaldale.

 Councillor Van Rijn said, speaking in favour of first reading, Council

has already approved an expenditure of over $5,000 to do the

polling that showed there is 75 per cent interested in the return of

the VLTs. In addition to second and third reading, he is strongly in

favour and suggests Council host a public hearing to give the general

public another opportunity to voice their concerns, either for or

against the return of the VLTs. He indicated he would like to make

the motion to approve first reading of the bylaw.
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 Councillor Abrey, speaking not in favour of the bylaw, said he would

not support the motion. When he thinks of Coaldale he thinks of

family and a family community. As a Council, what more can be

done to promote Coaldale as a family community.

 Mayor Craig said he would be in favour of the motion but would be

looking for more information from the public hearing. He said it is

the next rational step given the investment the Town made. After a

public hearing Council will have more information to base their

decision on.

 Councillor Martens said it is only prudent to give it first reading

because if first reading is defeated it doesn’t give the public a

chance to come to a meeting and speak either for or against the

bylaw.

 Councillor Chapman said in the first part of the overview the

question number one that went out in the survey is the question he

stands behind. “If the next civic election asks a question with only

two options, (1) allow Video Lottery Terminals, commonly known as

VLTs in Coaldale or (2) prohibit Video Lottery Terminals, commonly

known as VLTs from Coaldale, which option would you vote for?”

That would be his stand at the next civic election, it would close the

loop on the whole lottery terminal discussion.

 Mayor Craig said having first reading and then going to the public

hearing wouldn’t preclude that from being a possibility, it is still a

possibility going forward. Everyone is entitled to vote the way they

want but through the process Council can still decide to hold a

plebiscite after the public hearing. That issue is still alive and well.

 Councillor Chapman said Council is not guaranteed of that so he will

be voting against the motion.

Motion 040.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council approve First Reading of Bylaw 

721-C-02-17, a bylaw to provide for the installation, operation and use

of video lottery terminals within the Town of Coaldale.

4-2 Carried.

Councillors Abrey and Chapman were

Opposed.

Councillors Duda, Martens and Van Rijn and

Mayor Craig in Favour.

 Mayor Craig said he would be in favour of March 6 as a stand-alone

meeting for the Public Hearing rather than on a council meeting

night.
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 A couple councillors indicated that would conflict with basketball

zones.

 Councillor Van Rijn questioned if Council could move the February

27 Council meeting to the HUB and hold the public hearing the

same night. The equipment is available at the HUB. He also

indicated the hearing could be held in council chambers.

 Councillor Martens said there may be too many people to be

accommodated at the town office.

 It was also pointed out that when the numbers overflow outside the

council chambers it is difficult to hear all of the discussion in the

Council chambers.

 Mayor Craig indicated the public hearing could be booked for

February 27 at the Community Centre.

 Councillor Duda indicated the Community Centre is generally

booked on Mondays.

 CAO Hastings said the details can be worked out and reported back

to Council.

 Mayor Craig said he would also like to see the framework for the

hearing advertised along with the meeting including three minutes

for each presentation. He would also like to see an agenda for the

meeting that will allow the time for the public hearing.

 Councillor Martens said he is concerned the public hearing could

become a debate if residents start asking questions of individual

councillors.

 Mayor Craig said it will be a public hearing, residents will only be

able to make presentations to council.

 CAO Hastings noted the February 27 date is only two weeks away

which allows for only one advertisement in the Sunny South News.

Council is not obligated to have a public hearing but there might be

feedback from residents that they didn’t have time to make written

submissions with only 13 days to prepare.

 Mayor Craig asked if it was workable for March 13.

 Councillor Van Rijn said MP Rachael Harder is meeting with Council

on March 13.

 Mayor Craig said that meeting is set for 4 p.m. He said moving the

date would also allow for the February 27 meeting to be front

loaded so it will free up time at the March 13 meeting for the public

hearing.

Motion 041.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council call for a Public Hearing on 

Bylaw 721-C-02-17 to be held during the March 13 council meeting 
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and that the meeting be hosted at venue to accommodate the 

residents who would like to speak to the bylaw. 

6-0 Carried.

 CAO Hastings said the wording of the bylaw can be on the website

and paper copies can be available at the town office.

 Councillor Van Rijn also asked if it could be included in the water

bill.

 Mayor Craig asked if Council agreed to a three minute limited and

one opportunity to speak.

 Spencer Croil, Director of Planning and Community Development,

asked if people could pool their time and have one representative

speak for them for a longer time. It has been a request at other

public meetings.

 Councillor Chapman said he would question that. If they are going

to pool their time, five minutes is sufficient. If other people are

speaking on the same subject, is it necessary that they have to

speak? If you’re going to have a group for or against fine but if

everyone needs to be heard it should be 30 seconds so everyone

can be heard.

 S. Croil said he was asking for clarification so it could be included in

the instructions.

 Mayor Craig said if they want to go in a more organized tone, it can

be included in their written submission. He also asked if the public

hearing should be limited to Coaldale residents.

 Councillor Martens asked that those who address the public hearing

be required to give their name and address.

Motion 042.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council establish the framework for the 

Public Hearing on Bylaw 721-C-02-17 to be held March 13 to allow for 

one submission per resident of three minutes in duration and that 

anyone addressing the hearing be required to state their name and 

address. 

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 034 6.2 BYLAW 718-P-11-17 

 S. Croil presented proposed Bylaw 718-P-11-17, a bylaw to amend

the permitted uses list of the Highway Commercial –C2 land use

district, to allow for Government Services as a permitted use. The

purpose of the Highway Commercial-C2 land use district is to

manage development of commercial uses which require both high
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visibility and ready access to designated highways for the benefit of 

the traveling public. That framework could be extended to 

Government Services. 

 He noted this brings in a little more flexibility in the Highway

Commercial-C2 designation. The recommendation is for Council to

give first reading of the bylaw and establish a public hearing on

March 13. Council can also request administration come back with

additional information prior to first reading or can defeat the

proposed bylaw on first reading.

 Councillor Martens asked if the area where Coaldale Foods and

Scotiabank is located is Highway Commercial or Commercial.

 S. Croil said that area is designated Commercial.

Motion 043.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council approve First Reading of Bylaw 

718-P-11-17, a bylaw to amend Bylaw 677-P-04-13, being the Town of

Coaldale Land Use Bylaw. And further that the Public Hearing on the

bylaw be set for March 13, 2017 at the Regular Council meeting.

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 035 6.3 BYLAW 720-AP-02-17 

 CAO Hastings noted revisions to the Municipal Emergency

Management Bylaw 687-AP-02-14 were approved at a previous

meeting. Proposed Bylaw 720-AP-02-17 is an update to Bylaw 687-

AP-02-14 with those changes made.

 Councillor Abrey sought clarification in the bylaw under definitions

for an Emergency and under what a director of emergency

management shall do. He questioned if it would hamper the fire

department or if this was more in a time of emergency.

 M. Murphy said it would be in the time of a disaster but would not

be for a normal every day emergency.

 Councillor Chapman suggested an amendment, as per the

emergency management plan so it doesn’t conflict with any day-to-

day emergency operations.

 Councillor Abrey said with the clarification he was good with the

wording.

 Councillor Chapman questioned the Municipal Emergency

Management Agency section of the bylaw, asking if the mayor

should be a member of that agency.

 M. Murphy said elected officials should not be members of the

emergency management agency. Members should be the staff

experts in the various fields, building a plan and executing the plan.
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They would provide their recommendations to him and then he 

would pass those recommendations on to Council. 

 He noted Councillor Duda is on the committee to provide oversight

for Council.

Motion 044.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council approve First Reading of Bylaw 

720-AP-02-17, a bylaw to rescind Bylaw 687-AP-02-14, Establishment

of a Municipal Emergency Management Agency.

6-0 Carried

Motion 045.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council approve Second Reading of 

Bylaw 720-AP-02-17, a bylaw to rescind Bylaw 687-AP-02-14, 

Establishment of a Municipal Emergency Management Agency. 

6-0 Carried

Motion 046.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council grant permission to go to Third 

Reading of Bylaw 720-AP-02-17, a bylaw to rescind Bylaw 687-AP-02-

14, Establishment of a Municipal Emergency Management Agency. 

6-0 Carried Unanimously

Motion 047.17 Councillor Duda moved that Council approve Third Reading of Bylaw 

720-AP-02-17, a bylaw to rescind Bylaw 687-AP-02-14, Establishment

of a Municipal Emergency Management Agency.

6-0 Carried

ITEM 036 7.1 DECEMBER 2016 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

 Mayor Craig asked if there were any questions for M. Overbeeke,

Director of Financial Services, on the December 2016 Accounts

Payable.

 Councillor Duda questioned a payment for Communities in Bloom

honorarium and whether it was for the judges.

 M. Overbeeke said it was for work done on some write-ups for

Communities in Bloom.

Motion 048.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council approve the December 2016 

Accounts Payable. 

5-0 Carried.

Councillor Van Rijn Abstained.

ITEM 037 7.2 JANUARY 2017 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

 Mayor Craig asked if there were any questions through to M.

Overbeeke.
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Motion 049.17 Councillor Chapman moved that Council approve the January 2017 

Accounts Payable. 

5-0 Carried.

Councillor Van Rijn Abstained.

ITEM 038 7.3 GREEN ACRES GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 Mayor Craig questioned if the sponsorship was included in the

budget.

 M. Overbeeke noted she hadn’t changed it from last year’s

sponsorship amount.

 Mayor Craig noted the designation of who will attend could be

determined at a later time.

Motion 050.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council sponsor a Team of 4 in the 20th 

Annual Green Acres Golf Tournament at a cost of $600. 

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 039 10.1 SOLAR SYSTEM MODEL 

 Councillor Chapman said he recalls this previously came as a request

several years ago to Council.

Motion 051.17 Councillor Duda moved that Council receive the correspondence on the 

Solar System Model for information. 

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 040 10.2 ROYAL CANADIAN AIR CADET ANNIVERSARY 

Motion 052.17 Councillor Duda moved that Council receive the correspondence on the 

Royal Canadian Air Cadet Anniversary for information. 

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 041 11.0 INFORMATION ITEMS 

Motion 053.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council accept the Information Items 

11.1 and 11.2 for information 

6-0 Carried.

Motion 054.17 Councillor Abrey moved to go In-Camera at 6:23 p.m. 
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6-0 Carried.

Motion 055.17 Councillor Martens moved to come out of In-Camera at 8:05 p.m. 

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 042 12.1 REQUEST FOR TAX PENALTY WAIVER 

Motion 056.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council deny the tax penalty waiver 

request.  6-0 Carried. 

ITEM 043 12.2 COUNCIL CODE OF CONDUCT 

Motion 057.17 Councillor Abrey moved that Administration bring back first reading of 

the Council Code of Conduct bylaw to Council. 

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 044 12.3 CAO REPORT 

Motion 058.17 Councillor Martens moved that Council receive the CAO report for 

information. 

6-0 Carried.

ITEM 045 12.4 CAO CONTRACT 

Motion 059.17 Councillor Van Rijn moved that Council table discussion of the CAO 

contract. 

6-0 Carried.

Motion 060.17 Councillor Chapman moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m. 

6-0 Carried.

  _________________________ _____________________________ 

  Kim Craig, MAYOR   Kalen Hastings, CAO 




