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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 8, 2016 – 5:30 PM 
TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
PRESENT 
 
Mayor K. Craig 
Councillors J. Van Rijn, B. Chapman, B. Martens, J. Abrey, R. Hohm, S. Duda 
Administration/Staff K. Hastings, M. Overbeeke, K. Viergutz, B. Schulz 
Recording Secretary J. Herbst 
  
 
 

Mayor Craig called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ITEM 015 2.0  ADDITIONS TO/ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
   11.1 CAO Report 
    
Motion 049.16  Councillor Van Rijn moved to adopt the agenda as amended. 
 

6-0 Carried. 
 
ITEM 016 3.1 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – JANUARY 25, 2016  

 
Motion 050.16 Councillor Hohm moved to accept the minutes as presented. 
  

6-0 Carried. 
 
ITEM 017 4.1 SANITARY SEWER DISPOSAL OPTIONS-COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS  
   

 Kevin Viergutz, Interim Infrastructure Manager, presented the 2012-
2013 Regional Wastewater Feasibility Study prepared by MPE 
Engineering. Viergutz noted the study had never been presented to 
Council, prior to today. MPE was looking at the alternative of pumping 
the town’s waste water to Lethbridge as opposed to treating it at the 
old lagoon. When the report was prepared, the cost to upgrade the 
lagoon system was $6,556,000 dollars and the cost to build the pipeline 
to Lethbridge was $12,522,000 dollars. The biggest factors to consider 
are the operation and maintenance costs. Those costs for the lagoon 
were $0.67 cents per cubic meter versus $1.11 per cubic meter for the 
pipeline. Based on the six year average daily flow, the lagoon operation 
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cost is approximately $533,000 per year and the cost of the pipeline to 
Lethbridge would be approximately $883,000 per year. To operate the 
pipeline to Lethbridge is approximately 66 % higher than operating the 
lagoon in Coaldale.  MPE’s recommendation in the study was to proceed 
with the lagoon upgrades. MPE also recommended the Town begin 
testing for ammonia every two weeks to determine removal efficiency 
of ammonia in cold weather and begin testing for phosphorus to 
provide information for detail design. We will ask MPE to update these 
costs to 2016 dollars because if a grant becomes available we want to 
be ready.  

 
 Viergutz said the Town has to renew the license for the lagoon in 2016 

which requires higher standards to meet the effluent regulations set by 
the province and Environment Canada. The new license requires 
phosphorus removal, nitrogen/nitrate removal and disinfection.  

 
 Councillor Martens noted the study was done back in 2013 and was 

concerned about the new technology changes and asked if there will be 
quite a bit of updating required now. Bob Schulz, Public Works manager, 
said he didn’t know if the cost will escalate. Hopefully new technology 
will help make it more effective and more cost efficient.  

 
 Mayor Craig was disappointed that this report hadn’t come before 

Council until now. Schulz thought it may have been overlooked due to 
changes in staff at the time. 

  
S. Duda arrived at 5:38 p.m. 
     
Motion 051.16  Councillor Van Rijn moved to receive the report for information and  

direct Administration to update the receiving water assessment and 
the lagoon assessment numbers. 

 
      6-0 Carried. 
  
ITEM 018 4.2 TRAIN WHISTLING CESSATION PROCEDURES 
 

 CAO Kalen Hastings said the Town has received requests from citizens to 
stop train whistling in Coaldale.  Hastings outlined the train whistling 
cessation procedure. Hastings asked Council if they want him to proceed 
and contact CP Rail to see if Coaldale is eligible for whistling cessation. 

 
 Kevin Viergutz, Interim Infrastructure Manager, stated that this matter 

has been brought before Council in past years. CP Rail requires that the 
Town assume all liability for any accidents that happen, as a result of 
whistle prohibitions. That’s been the biggest hurdle in the past. 
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 Councillor Chapman said he is concerned CP Rail won’t slow down as 
they go through Coaldale if all of the rail crossings throughout Coaldale 
have controlled railway crossing arms. However, if all the rail crossings 
have the controlled arms there should be no need for the whistle 
blowing. 

                                             
 Councillor Van Rijn said he would like the Town to pursue this request. 

Van Rijn also asked to see the documents outlining the Town’s liability 
as well. 

 
 Councillor Hohm said he would also like Administration to proceed. He 

said the Town of Fort Macleod has recently stopped the train whistling 
through their town. Hohm suggested speaking with Fort Macleod to see 
what advice they may have. 

 
 Councillor Duda said the Town won’t have any say about the crossing 

near 8th street and 30th street because they are technically in 
Lethbridge County. Lethbridge County would have to make the request 
with CP Rail too. Duda said there are phone numbers citizens can call 
with their concerns. There are speed limits CP Rail must follow and train 
whistle use is regulated under strict federal regulations.  

 
 CAO Hastings noted the Canadian Rail Operating Rules also prohibits the 

unnecessary use of the whistle. 
 

 Councillor Van Rijn asked for the information that the Town of Coalhurst 
shared with Administration about their experience with stopping the 
whistle blowing through Coalhurst. 

 
Motion 052.16 Councillor Hohm moved that Council direct Administration to contact 

the railway company that operates the relevant line of railway to 
assess the feasibility of the whistling cessation request.        

    
      7-0 Carried. 
 
ITEM 019 7.1 LETTER OF SUPPORT CITY OF LETHBRIDGE-ACP GRANT 
 

 Mayor Craig stated that the City of Lethbridge has requested a letter 
supporting their application for an Alberta Community Partnership 
(ACP) Grant for the Water Reservoir Rehabilitation Program. The 
upgrade and the rehabilitation of three existing water reservoirs in 
Lethbridge would ensure the Town of Coaldale is provided both reliable 
and safe drinking water as well as a water reservoir supply that 
continues to meet fire suppression quantities in the event of fire 
emergencies. 
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Motion 053.16 Councillor Martens moved Council direct Administration to prepare a 

letter of support as requested by the City of Lethbridge for their ACP 
Grant application. 

 
7-0 Carried. 

 
 

ITEM 020 7.2 LETTER OF SUPPORT TOWN OF PINCHER CREEK- ACP GRANT  
 

 Councillor Chapman said the Highway 3 Economic Development 
Association recently held their AGM and made the decision to define 
themselves as a twinning development association, rather than an 
economic development association.  Chapman said that the Town of 
Pincher Creek has requested a letter on behalf of the Highway 3 
Economic Development Association, supporting their application for an 
ACP Inter Municipal Collaboration Grant to update and develop a study 
for the economic and safety benefits of twinning Highway 3 and support 
for the Town of Pincher Creek as applicant and managing partner. 

 
 Councillor Martens questioned whether there was a study already done 

on that particular stretch of highway. Councillor Chapman said there 
was a study done back in February 2002. The study indicated Highway 3 
deserved to be twinned particularly for the economic benefits. 
However, the study is so dated, that the numbers don’t reflect today’s 
standards.  

 
 Councillor Hohm asked Councillor Chapman if there is any financial 

implications to Coaldale if we support this motion. Councillor Chapman 
confirmed there is no financial obligation. 

 
Motion 054.16 Councillor Chapman moved Council supports the Town of Pincher 

Creek’s application on behalf of the Highway 3 Economic Development 
Association in support for the application for funding from the ACP, 
Inter Municipal Collaboration Grant to update and develop a study for 
the economic and safety benefits of twinning Highway 3, and support 
for the Town of Pincher Creek as applicant and managing partner. 

 
         7-0 Carried.  
       
ITEM 021 8.1 DEVELOPMENT STATISTICS-JANUARY 2016 
     
ITEM     022        8.2 COALDALE & DISTRICT EMERGENCY SERVICES STATISTICS  
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Motion 055.16 Councillor Duda moved to receive items 8.1 and 8.2 for information. 
 
    7-0 Carried. 
 
Motion 056.16  Councillor Hohm moved Council go “In Camera” at 6:00 p.m.   
 
    7-0 Carried.  
      
Motion 057.16  Councillor Martens moved Council come out of the “In Camera” session  
   at 6:08 p.m. 
 
      7-0 Carried. 
 
Motion 058.16  Councillor Van Rijn moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:08 p.m. 
 
      7-0 Carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  _________________________    _____________________________ 
         Kim Craig, MAYOR                 Kalen Hastings, CAO 


