
Coaldale’s 47-year-old swimming pool closed for 2019 season due to complicated and costly 
infrastructure upgrades 

Town of Coaldale Council approves complimentary busing service to Village of Stirling pool as 
interim solution for summer season 

July 19, 2019 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Coaldale, AB: Town Council called an Emergency Special Meeting of Council at 4:30 p.m. on July
18 to discuss the future of the Coaldale Pool, which has been closed since July 13 as a result of a 
breakdown to its filtration system. 

After hearing a presentation prepared by Town staff, Council for the Town of Coaldale voted 
unanimously to: 

“Not reopen the Coaldale outdoor pool again in 2019, and to defer discussion on the long-term 
future of Coaldale’s existing pool to a later date, after a series of community consultation 
sessions.  

Further, that Council direct Administration to proceed with implementing the busing shuttle 
program from Coaldale to an external site, utilizing the assistance of the Town’s lifeguards 
as quickly as possible.”      CARRIED.  7-0 

“This is a tough situation, stated Coaldale Mayor Kim Craig. “We never like to close down a facility 
mid-season, however, Council felt that to invest $190,000 to $300,000 in repairs to a 47-year-old 
pool, under an extremely tight construction window, just so we have the chance of opening again 
the second or third week of August, isn’t worth the financial risk.”   

“We need to hit the pause button on investing any more money into the existing pool,” continued 
Mayor Craig. “We need to consult the community on how best to move forward – be that 
repairing the current aging but well-utilized facility or considering something new. To do this 
properly, we need sufficient time to consider our long-term options.”   

Over the past number of years, the Town has consistently repaired the pool’s aging 

infrastructure, prioritizing and approving necessary repairs based on health code and safety 

requirements, while being reluctant to invest extensive funds (for non-essential safety upgrades) 

into the 47-year-old facility. 



A rebuild of the pool’s mechanical system was ruled out for 2019 due to the associated timelines, 
cost and complexity of the repairs required.  

Councillor Hohm made the motion to direct administration to proceed with implementing the 
busing shuttle program from Coaldale to an external site, including the pool at the Village of 
Stirling, utilizing the assistance of the Town’s lifeguards as quickly as possible.  The motion was 
unanimously approved by Council.  

 “Summer is upon us and our children need options to get outside and enjoy their time off”, says 
Mayor Craig.  “We are grateful to the Village of Stirling for collaborating with us to find a 
solution for Coaldale residents.” 

“The Stirling outdoor pool, waterslide and sun deck is one of the most popular and well used 
amenities in our community during the summer months. We're pleased to support the Town of 
Coaldale and their kids aquatic programming by providing access to our pool facilities to ensure 
everyone gets the chance to make a splash,” said Stirling Mayor Trevor Lewington. 

The Town of Coaldale has partnered with the Village of Stirling and Palliser School Division 
to allow for use of a 70-passenger bus which will depart the Coaldale Swimming Pool Parking lot 
at 1:00 pm Monday to Friday through the end of August. The bus will return residents to 
the Coaldale Swimming Pool parking lot at 4:30 pm each day the service is operational.   

Pending the finalization of a few more details, the shuttle program is scheduled to begin July 
29, 2019 – possibly sooner.  The full details of the program will be published in the coming days 
on the Town’s website and social media channels. 

The Town’s lifeguards will remain on payroll, completing non-pool-related activities in the 
morning, while serving as lifeguards and chaperones for the bus trip and pool experiences in 
the afternoons.  

“Our lifeguards have stepped up to make it possible for our children to enjoy time at a 
pool without needing the presence of a parent or guardian,” says Mayor Craig. “I am pleased 
that our administration was able to re-channel the lifeguards’ priorities in order to keep them 
on-board for the rest of the summer.”

Officials from the Town of Coaldale say that while details for the shuttle program are 
still forthcoming, parents must fill out a permission form in order for their children to board the 
bus unattended. 

There will be no cost for residents to utilize the busing service. 

For media inquires, please contact either: 

• Mayor Kim Craig at mayor@coaldale.ca, 403-315-3468
• Coaldale CAO Kalen Hastings at cao@coaldale.ca, 403-345-1314
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