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Do I need a Development Permit? 

Under the Land Use Bylaw of the Town of 
Coaldale, a Development Permit may not 
be required if the fence is built within the 
guidelines outlined in Schedule 4, Standards of 
Development. 

If an applicant is unable to meet the standards, a 
permit application for a waiver may be made. 

Standards that apply to building a 
Fence 

	» A fence, wall, hedge, or any combinations thereof 
shall not exceed more that 0.9 m (3 feet) in 
height, above the ground in any front yard area 
except in the case of corner lots where one 
(1) yard is considered as the side yard, without 
a permit from the Municipal Development 
Authority (MDA). 

	» Fences in the rear yard and side yard shall by 
no more that 1.8 m (6 feet) in height. 

	» The Development Officer or the Municipal 
Planning Commission (MPC) may regulate 
the types of materials and colours used for a 
fence. 

	» On a corner lot, nothing shall be erected, 
placed, planted, or allowed to grow in such 
a manner as to materially impede vision 
between a height of 0.8 m (2.5 feet) and 3.0 
m (10 feet) above the centre line grades of 
the intersection streets in the area bounded 
by the property lines 9.1 m (30 feet) from the 
point of intersection. 

My fence is on my Property Line - Isn’t it? 

A fence is the most visible and most common 
way that we mark our territory. It says to 
everyone that what is on this side is mine and 
what is on that side is yours. When you look at 
a piece of property that you are interested in 
buying, is it common to assume that you will 
own the land right up to the fence. 
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Can I use my Real Property Report to 
locate where my fence should go? 

The Real Property Report should not be used 
to establish boundaries due to the risk of 
misinterpretation or measurement error by the 
user. 

Landowners may want to get out a tape 
measure and mark off the the distance shown 
on their Real Property Report. However, factors 
such as slope, the starting point of where 
you are measuring, the angle coming off the 
starting point and even the accuracy of the tape 
measure can all have a significant impact when 
trying to determine where the fence should be 
located. 

Do not remove, destroy or alter the boundary marker 
as it is a crime to do so. 

Boundary markers are placed by Alberta Land 
Surveyors for many reasons. The boundary marker 
you find may be evidence of a Right-Of-Way 
boundary and not the boundary of your property. 

Evaluating and assessing survey evidence is one of 
the reasons that Alberta Land Surveyors must have 
university education along with years of practical 
experience before being granted their professional 
commission. 

Even if you believe you have found the boundary 
marker, it is best to retain the services of an Alberta 
Land Surveyor to have your property line accurately 
located. 

Building a Fence (continued) 

However, the fence may not be on the property 
line. 

When the fence was originally built, the 
landowner may have decided to build the fence 
inside the property line. Or the landowner may 
not have had the boundary accurately located 
and built the fence off the property line. 

To avoid confusion and confict, fence ownership 
should not be inferred. 

Retain the services of an 
Alberta Land Surveyor (ALS) 

If I find a Boundary Marker in the ground, 
can I use that for my fence? 

Can I put my fence post where a 
Boundary Marker is? 

If the boundary marker is just where that fence 
post should be - please build around it. The cost 
of replacing a marker could equal the cost of the 
fence or more. 


